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My Chance 


By William Tatlock 


ONE little space of time have I 
With undisputed right to try 
The ways of life—to reach the goal 
That gleams, a fragment of the whole— 
To-day. 


JEFFERSONVILLE, Pa. 








No Danger of Too Much Love 


When Jesus comes between true friends, he does 
not separate, but he unites them. Some tell us that 
we must not love our dear ones too much, lest we 
make God jealous and he take them away. This is 
only pagan teaching. The man who had the best 
right to speak on this subject had a very different 
idea.’ He said, if you cannot love your fellows on 
earth, how can you love your Father in heaven ? The 
Master always stands between real friends, but ever 
to bring them closer. Formerly the ocean separated 
the continents, now it connects them. As we get to 
know more of the purpose of the Lord in our lives, 
we see that he alone makes great and abiding affection 


possible. 
x 
Better than Self-Preservation 


It is the exception, not the rule, when a man puts 
self-preservation ahead of all else. There are those 
who would like us to believe the degrading untruth 
that self-preservation is the first law of nature, but 
there are too many convincing proofs to the contrary. 
A newspaper report of the tragic powder-mill explosion 
in Indiana, last week, noted, of the inhabitants of the 
town who rushed to the rescue of the mill employees, 
that ‘*they worked frantically, in constant danger 
from possible succeeding explosions, unmindful of 


their ruined homes.’’ Why? Certainly it was not 
the ‘‘first law’’ of self-preservation that prompted 
this risk of life and forgetfulness of property. That 
alleged law was rudely jostled out of first place and 
shoved clear into the background of oblivion. The 
reason was that men are made in the image of God 
who is love, and love and self cannot exist together. 
Let us try to recognize the simple truth as to the law 
that is entitled to first place in God-made man, and 
we shall find it easier to give that law real control in 


our lives. 
KK 
Dr. John Potts’ Death 


As the International Sunday School Convention 
at Toronto, in 1905, was about to adjourn to meet 
again at Louisville in 1908, President Justice J. J. 
Maclaren asked Dr. John Potts to say the closing 
word. There was a touching note in the voice of the 
white-haired leader as he responded: ‘‘ My dear 
friends, it is probable that many who hear my voice 
to-night will gather at Louisville. It is equally prob- 
able that voices that have been heard here will not be 
heard again at an International Convention. At Jeru- 
salem we joined hands and sang ‘ Blest be the tie that 
binds.’ Let us do the same here.’’ Then he prayed, 
a message of simple, childlike faith, And on 
Wednesday morning, October 16, just after his friends 
and co-laborers of the Executive Committee had con- 
cluded a meeting for completing the arrangeinents 
for the Louisville Convention of next June, Dr. Potts 
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passed peacefully into the new life, of which his life 
here had been for so long time an earnest. Dr. Potts’ 
death takes from the International Lesson Committee 
one who had served for twenty-nine years as a mem- 
ber, and for eleven years as chairman. The lesson 
courses have steadily improved under his guidance ; 
and he did what few other men could have done in 
the difficult task of holding fast to the original 
principles of the uniform Jesson system while welcom- 
ing every adaptation of and improvement upon those 
principles which the needs of a new day demanded. 
A character sketch, by one who knew him well, will 
appear in -n early issue of the Times. 
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Improving on Expectations 

Doing better than is expected of one is the secret 
of truest service. The workers in any business estab- 
lishment can readily be divided into two classes by 
this test: those who do just what is asked and ex- 
pected of them, and who stop with that ; and those 
who are not content to stop there, but who are con- 
stantly rendering themselves invaluable by doing 
more than any one has asked or expected. ‘The 
latter are in the minority, of course, but it is a minor- 
ity to which the door is always open, and whose mem- 
bers move steadily to the top, where there is always 
plenty of room. The principle is the same all through 
life, for it is the secret of service in the Kingdom. 
Christ wants his followers to improve on the expecta- 
tions of their fellows. 
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Have We the Right to Do Wrong ? 


EVER is the careless use of words so disastrous 
as when it sheds a false light upon our ideas of 
right and freedom. ‘Then it is that we are set 

afloat among rocks and shoals with a fixed rudder 
and a doctored compass. The wrong notions of three 
common and imposing words furnish a striking illus- 
tration of this favorite deception of Satan. They are 
‘« prerogative,'’ ‘* privilege,’’ ‘* power.’ 

With regard to certain indulgences, for example, 
an employer will say: ‘‘If a man wants to drink or 
smoke, he can do it; that is his privilege. But he 
cannot be an employee of mine if he does.’’ The 
evangelist, pleading for the acceptance of his Master, 
declares, ‘‘ You have the fearful power of choice, the 
awful right of free will, It is your prerogative, the 
prerogative of human nature, to choose Jesus Christ 
or to reject him. You can decide to accept the offer 
of salvation, and by the road of God’s holiness find 
your way to heaven ; or you can turn your back upon 
this, cast in your lot with the lost, and choose separa- 
tion from God, with all that it means. That is your 
privilege.’’ To one who is struggling in the depths 
of sin, he exclaims, ‘‘Come up ! live the life of right 
and truth, Beaman. It is in the Zower of every 
soul to lead that life. Begin it.’’ 

Now all this is not only careless speech, it is arrant 
nonsense and cruel deception, and it almost or quite 
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rises to blasphemy. It completely confuses the facts 


in the case. It casts a glamor of apparent right over 
actions that are not right, and by no possibility can 
be right. It credits to an inherent nobility of human 
nature choices and deeds that are never anything but 
ignoble and wrong. It makes men feel that they are 
somehow within allowable limits, when they are in 
fact be ond the dead-line of inexcusable sin. It glori- 
fies Cain and deifies Satan. It fools men into lean- 
ing on the broken reed of their own ability, and leads 
them to defer or to decline altogether the proffered 
help of God. 

It is no man’s privilege to waste his money, sap 
his strength, and endanger or limit or destroy the 


lives and rights of others by indulging in expensive 
or evil habits. It is of an inherent right or a con- 
ferred prerogative of humanity to reject good and God 
incarnate in Jesus Christ, and choose evil and sin. 
Nor, though here we need a more guarded discrimi- 
nation, is it in a man's ‘‘ power’’ to begin the up- 
ward leading life. 

If it be said that these words have come to kave 
these popular meanings, so that one is almost more 
critical than the dictionary in rejecting them, it may 
be answered that that is poor virtue which is not 
more scrupulous than the statute book, and poor 
moral sense which is not keener than the speech of 
men. It is in exactly such scrupulous precision 
that clearness of thought and keenness of virtue lie. 
Evil lurks in this fringe of verbal and moral under- 
brush. 

What is a ‘‘right’’ ? Even by the dictionary, it is 
‘‘a just and proper claim to anything: a claim 
founded upon any consideration of justice, morality, 
courtesy, custom, civility, or upon either natural or 
positive law.’’ ‘* Prerogative’’ is ‘‘an indefeasible 
and unquestionable right, belonging to a person or 
body of persons by virtue of position or relation, and 
exercised without control or accountability.'’ ‘+ Privi- 
lege?*’ It is ‘‘a peculiar benefit, favor, or advan- 
tage ; a right or immunity not enjoyed by all, or that 
may be enjoyed only under special conditions.’’ And 
‘*power’’ is ‘‘ ability to act, regarded as latent or in- 
herent ; capacity for action or performance."’ 

It is God’s ‘‘right’’ and ‘‘prerogative,’’ ‘‘inde- 
feasible and unquestionable,’’ to ask, and demand, 
our obedience ; it is neither our right nor our prerog- 
ative to refuse it. The father’s prerogative is love ; 
but rebellion or indifference is no prerogative of the 
son. The man who does evil is not well within his 
‘‘rights,’’ he is deep within his ‘‘wrongs’’—to God 
and his own soul. - When one rejects Jesus Christ, he 
goes counter to every consideration of ‘‘justice, 
morality, courtesy, civility, positive and natural law."’ 


‘*Custom,’” alas! he may plead, but it is only in 
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human law, and within narrow limits there, that cus- 
tom constitutes right. The habit of sin, and the 
going with a multitude to do evil, has never made it 
good. Human nature has the power of choosing evil, 
but assuredly no ‘‘indefeasible right,’’ or right at all. 
It is true that the choice is ‘‘ without’’ outward 
‘*control,”’ but it is not ‘‘ without accountability.’’ 
Before the bar of justice, love, and gratitude, the soul 
who turns back upon the One altogether lovely, and 
the chiefest among ten thousand, when he comes 
unto his own, must ‘‘show cause’’ and ‘‘ answer for 
it’’ forever. ‘* How often would I*’—** But ye would 
not."’ ‘This is the judgment, that the light is come 
into the world, and men loved the darkness rather 
than the light.’’ 

There is indeed a gracious privilege in the matter, 
the God-given privilege of accepting Jesus Christ and 
becoming ‘‘ accepted in the beloved,’’ but not even 
this is in the primitive sense a privilege. Privilege is 
privi-legium, a private law, an opportunity not given 
to all people, or open only under special conditions. 
There is no privilege in that first sense with God. He 
is no respecter of persons. ‘* Whosoever will’’ may 
come.'" The opportunity of eternal life zs a privi- 
lege in the second sense. Right did not confer it. 
Labor cannot earn it. Grace bestows it under special 
conditions, —-trust and obedience. But for wrong- 
doing, whether in our attitude to Christ or to virtue 
and love, great or small, there is and can be no frivi- 
legium, no private law nor conditional permission. 
It is never anybody's right to destroy usélessly, or to 
commit slow suicide. Twenty-four hours in the day, 
three hundred and sixty-five days in the vear, one 
hundred years in the century, with no allowzace out 
for leap year or a single inserted second, right is right, 
and wrong is wrong, and sin is sin. God issues no 
dispensations from virtue. The sin may be very at- 
tractive, very politic, most necessary, modern in the 
extreme, but it can never be anything else nor any- 
thing less than sin. 


**In vain we call old notions fudge, 
And bend our conscience to our dealing ; 
The ‘Ten Commandments will not budge, 
And stealing will continue stealing.’’ 


Call it rebellion, usurpation, crime, embezzlement, 
sinful waste, —it is not privilege. 

And there is no ‘‘ inherent or latent’’ ‘* power’’ in 
that poer man whom we summon to right and liberty. 
Without trenching on the vexed old theological ques- 
tions of ‘‘ability,"’ and inability we all know ourselves 
well enough to be sure that only as the abounding grace 
of God works with us are we able to tread, or enter, that 
upwerd path, that ‘‘ apart from me ye can do nothing,”’ 
and that it is only ‘‘in him that strengtheneth ’’ 
us that we can do ‘‘all things’’ or anything morally 
effective or spiritually vital. What man has is not 
‘*power’’; it is possibility. The power, like the 
right, comes from without. Possibility where the 
source of power is external is capacity. Capacity is 
simply power to receive. To ‘‘as many as received 
him, to them gave he the power (American Revision, 
the ‘‘right’’—but right conferred is power granted, ) 
to become the children of God.'’ This is no idle 
distinction. He who has inherent power may exercise 
it as he will and when he will ; he who has capacity 
must accept the conditions of time and plan and 
manner of him who must add his power to the other's 
possibility to make it reality. Every soul should 
understand that it is duty and wisdom to ‘‘seek Je- 
hovah while he may be found, and call upon him 
while he is near."’ ‘If so be’’ is a needed spur, and 
it expresses a profound and awful fact. 

As human beings, therefore, what is ours is freedom 
of choice, and possibility of redemption. No word of 
ours ought to obscure the situation for ourselves or 
others. Put it plainly : You are free to choose right 
or wrong. You are allowed to decide whether you 
will take Christ or reject him. If you determine to 
indulge in such and such things, you can, and your- 
self and others will bear the consequences. But you 
have no privilege in the matter. You are Cain slay- 
ing your brother, and driving yourself into the desert. 
You have no prerogative here at all. You are denying 
God's prerogative in the very act of asserting what you 
call yourown, You are Satan attempting to usurp the 
throne of God. But one ‘‘ privilege’’ you have, not 
private, but extended to you and all men alike, the privi- 
lege of the grace of God. Accept that and you will 
have a prerogative, —a right conferred in virtue of a 
relation, —the prerogative of the sons of God, heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. And then you 
will receive ‘‘ power’’ indeed, the power of an end- 
less life, the power of his resurrection, of him who is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or even think. 
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Bible Study When There is “ No Time ” 


The persons who are doing the most fruitful work 
in Bible study are those who have little time for it, as 
a rule, and who therefore use that little with a con- 
centration and an energy that leisure time never 


knows. Plenty of time, indeed, is likely to be a hin- 
drance rather than a help to accomplishment. Here 
is a letter from a mother in Maryland that may give 
food for thought to those who have an idea that they 
have not had enough time to do what was needed. 
She writes : 

While circumstances have changed, and I no longer nurse 
an infant at the breast, and rock the cradle with my foot while 
holding the lesson-paper in the other hand, I am still busy and 
find little time for study. I now take my Sunday School 
Times, and with two strong pins fasten it on the wall where I 
am going to stand and churn. ‘hus each week I study the 
lesson. hope this may help some other busy mother who 
may also be trying to teach a class in some little country Sun- 
day-school. 

How would it do, Mr. Superintendent, just to mail 
a clipping of that letter to the next person whom you 
will try to get to teach a class, and who you have 
reason to believe will beg off on the ground of no 


time ? . 
Pat 


Should Circumstances Affect Principles ? 

It is so easy to state a principle with glowing 
conviction, and such a different matter to live up to 
that principle! Yet the study of principles is only 
next in importance to their personal application to 
life. Here is a letter from one who is past four- 
score years, and whose friendship is prized in the 
office of The Sunday School Times, propounding a 
question that is a hard one indeed : 

I have read your editorials on the subject of tithing with 
greatest interest ; but what am I todo now? When I was in 
business, it was a pleasure to give something to every good 
cause which presented itself. But now Il am out of business; 
the expenses of living have increased thirty-five per cent ; m 
income is less than one thousand dollars; and I am eac 
month sorely behindhand. I love to give to the, cause of 
Christ, but am simply crippled, and absolutely running behind 
every month. What is my duty in the matter? 

The Sunday School Times has never attempted to 
tell any man his duty, and it does not propose to be- 
gin now. Only the Father can show this loved child 
of his just what the present duty is. While he-con- 
siders it, it would seem -reasonable for him to seek 


light on one point: is the practise of making one- . 


tenth of the income the minimum gift to the Lord a 
fundamental principle of duty for every one? If it is, 
then no circumstances can alter the principle as a 
binding duty. For the moment we make principles 
of duty subject to variation according to circumstances, 
we are hopelessly adrift. If a general principle of 
duty is plain, then the only safe course is the doing of 
duty. Under such circumstances, nine hundred 
dollars will go ferther than a thousand, as many a 
tither can testify. It may be that the Father has a 
blessing in store for this dependent child of his that 
can come only through the giving of the tenth, and 
that would be forever lost through the withholding of 
that tenth. Stranger things than that are happening 
in Christian experience every day. 
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Why Is the Bible Such a 
Missionary Book? 

It is better to deal with facts as they are, than to 
pass by the facts to questions that arise from an over- 
looking of the facts. For example, an Ontario reader 
who has taken The Sunday School Times for more 
than twenty years, and who is certainly abundantly 
entitled to speak out his mind in all frankness, has 
this word of friendly criticism : 


It is the privilege of a friend to criticise. As one who has 
read the ‘imes for twenty-one years I may be permitted to do 
so for once. My point is with regard to the paragraphs sup- 
posed to bring out the lesson’s ‘‘ Missionary Meaning."” Why 
should it be assumed that every lesson has a missionary mean- 
ing? Is it not enough to educe the meaning which it really 
has? Mr. Pierson is doubtless a competent advocate of mis- 
sions, but he must accomplish a good deal of artificial exegesis 
to impart a ‘missionary meaning” into lessons in which 
divine inspiration implanted none. Is it not enough to find 
the missionary meaning when it is in a lesson without spinning 
one out of one’s inner consciousness? Or must we suppose 
that there is always a missionary meaning if we could only 
find it? 

Two 


facts the Ontario reader has overlooked. 


First, the Bible is a missionary book ; second, Mr. 


Pierson’s article has not appeared every week, never 
was intended to, and was specifically announced to 
accompany only ‘every lesson that lends itself to 
such treatment.’’ As a matter of fact, ‘‘ the lesson’s 
missionary*meaning’’ has been found to be an obvi- 
ous one much oftener than either Mr. Pierson or the 
Editor anticipated when this missionary treatment 
was first contemplated. The opportunity to implant 
the missionary spirit in one’s Sunday-school teaching 
has proved to be almost an ever-present one, so far 
as this year’s lessons are concerned. And that ought 
not to surprise one, considering the platform of the 
Kingdom of God. 

By the way, the Ontario friend does not mention 
any specific instance in which he considers that Mr. 
Pierson over-strained that missionary meaning. Which 
one would he have left out ? 


x 
Was Silver Plentiful in Ancient Times ? 


It ought not to surprise us that in the compara- 
tively little unearthing of ancient civilizations that has 
yet been accomplished, gold has more prominence 
than silver as a material for ornaments and articles of 
value. A correspondent asks about this, as follows : 


Ina pepe I take is a statement about the ‘‘ Golden Calf"’ 
which I would like explained. The writer says that in old 
times silver was little known or used, and was more precious 
than gold ; that but very few silver articles have been found in 
excavations, while quantities of gold ones, of various kinds, 
have been. May not the reason for the lack of silver ‘‘ finds"’ 
be that the. metal corrodes, while gold does not? Wouldn't 
silver ‘‘ all. rust away to nothing,’ like iron, while gold would 
not? In Genesis 23: 15, 16 silver is mentioned ; also in Job 
in several places. Besides, the writers of Kings and Chroni- 
cles say positively that ‘‘ silver was nothing accounted of in the 
days of Solomon."’ It is also mentioned in the later books of 
the Bible. 


In order to give readers the benefit of an expert 
opinion, the Editor has asked Mr. Patterson DuBois, 
who for many years filled an important position in 
the United States Mint at Philadelphia, to comment 
on the letter and the proffered explanation. Here is 
his letter : 


In different periods of antiquity, and in different countries. 
silver has varied in its relative value, or in the esteem in which 
it was held in the ornamental or decorative arts, or as a me- 
diam of exchange. It is mentioned a number of times in the 
Bible, yet less frequently than gold. But there is nothing in 
this to indicate its comparative scarcity. ‘‘ The king made 
silver to be in Jerusalem as stones ... for abundance”’ (1 
Kings 10: 27). A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in 
network of silver’’ (Prov. 25:11). The latter text would indi- 
cate the greater plentifulness of silver, and the higher esteem 
of gold. ‘The money of the Greeks at first was of silver; that 
of Rome for nearly 500 years afier its foundation was of brass 
or copper, although there was plenty of gold and silver at 
hand. 

‘The truth is that gold always has been and always will be 
the more highly valued in decorative work because of its su- 

erior ductility and malleability, taken together with its unique 

eauty. No metal compares with it in richness of color and 
decorative quality. Add to this its freedom from oxidation, 
and we have the ideal thing. Your correspondent’s surmise 
that the paucity of antique silver ornaments is due to their 
having rusted away will not do. Silver, like gold, is not ox- 
idized under ordinary atmospheric conditions. It is very en- 
during. The tarnish which it takes on is usually from sulphur 
—forming a sulphide, as one can easily demonstrate by 
stretching a rubber band across a clean half-doliar,—sulphur 
being used in the manufacture of rubber. But this is not ox- 
idation. Ancient silver coins have come down to us in fine 
preservation. The early peoples wore gold ornaments for the 
same reason that we do. Gold was kind in the artificer's 
hands, and most beautiful to the esthetic eye. 

PATTERSON DUBOIS. 
one 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father, make us less content with common 
goodness. As we walk with thee, as we read thy Word 
and gaze upon the face of thy Son, as we learn (oh, so 

slowly ! ) to feel thy pulse-beat in nature, in events, and in our 
own life, teach and train us to discriminate. .. . Make us sharp 
of vision for the good and for the bad. School us to feel and see 
and know and act for thee of ourselves. Keep us from mean con- 
tentment with borrowed opinions and borrowed virtues, never 
made our own in the ordeal of personal inquiry and struggle. 
Keep us from trving to be forever infants, hidden away securely 
in the virtue of mother church or friendly society. ... ‘Teach 
us to live, not merely exist. ... Build us up until we are tall 
enough to use a horizon beyond ‘the grass-tops just at hand. 
Oh, for the wider visicn ! . . . Discipline us until, to our sharp- 
ened sight, things that seemed indifferent become ghastly 
different to our eyes ; until we see things as they ave, as thou 
seest them ; until lighter shades of good and bad become mo- 
mentous to us ; until all little things shall carry weight, for us, 
as charged with God, or loaded with peril. ... Teach us to 
prize the better only as a bridge to the best, and to hasten 
across a-tremble for our lives. ... 
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HE East abounds with the tombs 
of the ancient dead. Many are 
certainly spurious; perhaps few 
are authentic. Though the 
twenty-fifth chapter of Genesis 
tells us that Abraham was buried 
in the cave at Machpelah, other 
graves of his ‘aré pointed out and 
believed by many to be genuine. 
Moslem tradition says that he 
was killed before the gate of the 
great mosque at Urfa, which still 

bears his name. A small brick tomb of Abraham 

stands upon the ruins of the biblical Cutha, the mod- 
ern Tel-I brahim, a city which flourished two thousand 
years after Abraham died, and still another surmounts 

Ibrahim Khalil, a mound at the base of the so-called 

Tower of Babel. Adam is said to have been buried 

by the side of Ali, in the mosque of the sacred city at 

Nejef ; Noah's tomb is shown in the neighboring vil- 

lage of Kufa, and Jonah has several graves scattered 

over the Moslem Empire. Such graves, though inter- 
esting to the traveler, are certainly spurious ; others 
may be authentic. 

Babylonia was the first home of the Hebrews, and 
there was laid the scene of all Bible history until 
Abraham left Ur. To Babylonia the Hebrews re- 
turned as exiles after their temple and city had been 
destroyed, and there during their captivity many. of 
the greatest Hebrew characters lived ; it is therefore 
in Babylonia that we should seek their graves. 

To the west of the Euphrates river, four hours’ south 
of Babylon, on the shore of the large Hindieh canal, 
which some writers have identified with the river 
Chebar of the book of Ezekiel, a little village nestles 
among the tall date palms. The name of the village 
is Kifil, an Arabic corruption of the word Ezekiel, 
and as far back as the history of the village can be 
traced, it has borne that name. Its few hundred in- 
habitants are all Jews who claim descent from the 
Hebrew exiles. It is a patriarchal community of the 
ancient type; the head of one family has possessed 
the ruling power for several centuries, transmitting it 
from father to son. He might still be called the 
‘«Prince of the Captivity.’’ Undisturbed, the little 
community has prospered and accumulated wealth. 

The village centers about a large brick tomb in 
which it is said the body of Ezekiel is resting. The 
grave is probably as authentic as any coming from 
antiquity, for it was in the vicinity of Babylon that 
the prophet lived, there he was honored as the leader 
of his fellow exiles, there he died, and certainly he 
was buried there. 

Probably little or none of the present structure 
dates from the days of the prophet, for in the East 
few buildings, even with the best of care, have 
survived so long. The tall pineapple shaped dome 
surmounting the shrine, and visible for miles about, 
is a peculiarity of Arabic architecture of several 
centuries ago, and probably it was erected during 
the period of Arabic prosperity. Beneath the dome 
is a large rectangular mound, surrounded by a 
wooden enclosure to mark the grave. Reed mats 
cover the brick floor, and the white walls are decorated 
with flaring Hebrew inscriptions. In the yard about 
the tomb the pious Jews gather from every part of the 
eastern world, that they may pray before the grave, 
for it is one of their most sacred spots. 

Far more valuable than all the wealth which the 
pilgrims have brought to the shrine is the genzzeh, a 
place somewhere in the walls where all of the worn 
out and discarded rolls cf Scripture are reverently 
buried in accordance with the Hebrew law, lest they 
fall into profane hands. Whenever the fanaticism of 
the Jews of Kifil may be overcome, and the burial- 
place of the sacred writings be revealed to the scholar, 
there may be recovered manuscripts of the Bible older 
than any 1.0w known, perhaps even from the days of 
the prophet himself. 

* 


rbot 





= * 

Down on the lower Tigris, within a day’s journey 
of the junction of that great river with the Euphrates, 
among the swamps and rice fields of lower Meso- 
potamia, far from civilization, and, excepting by river, 
difficult of access, stands the tomb in which the 
Babylonian Jews believe Ezra is buried. The great 
brick structure on the right shore of the river may 
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The Tombs of Three Great Hebrews 
By Edgar James Banks, Ph.D. 





mark the spot where the post-exilic leader perished in 
his efforts to induce the Jews to return to Jerusalem. 
The early history of the tomb is difficult to trace, for 
the keepers are fanatical and uncommunicative, The 
present building comes from no great antiquity. It 
is a huge brick structure four stories high, surround- 
ing an open court in the Oriental fashion. Beyond 
the open space and beneath a dome is the shrine in 
which the leader of the exiles is supposed to be 
buried. Like most other Oriental graves it is marked 
with a huge rectangular mound, a custom which dates 
from Babylonian times, when, at the burial, the body 
was placed upon the level ground and a small house- 
like tomb was built above it. The surrounding walls 
are decorated with Hebrew inscriptions painted in 
great letters, and it is said that within the walls are 
coffers filled with the valuable gifts of the visiting 
pilgrims. 

About the open court of the shrine are chambers 
where the Jews renowned for their great piety may 
be buried, or the youth instructed, or where the Jew- 
ish pilgrims gather from all the Eastern world while 
visiting the sacred place. The roof, as in all Oriental 
structures, is flat, that during the sweltering heat of 
the Babylonian summer the attendants and their 
guests may there pass the hot nights. Within recent 
years a village has sprung up about the shrine to meet 
the ever-increasing needs of the pilgrims. 

Here one may see, better than elsewhere, the pecul- 
iar characteristics which the Jews have acquired in 
the various countries in which they have lived. Prom- 
inent among them is the Mesopotamian Jew, dressed 
in the garb of the Arab, usually a long striped gown 
reaching to the ankles, and girded about with a belt ; 
his head is covered with the Arabic sefie. Though 
the true son of the Hebrew exile, his features and 
complexion have become Arabic, and the stranger 
would recognize him with difficulty. The Jew from 
India has a darker skin, the lank form, the large sad 
eye and expression ; he wears the costume of India, 
and only his own countrymen would recognize him. 
The Jew from Persia wears the small, brimless stiff 
felt hat, and few but a Persian would call him a Jew. 
Occasionally from Afghanistan or the Mongolian 
countries farther east a Jew finds his way to th2 sacred 
place. His oblique eyes, his flat nose, his yellow 
complexion, and the sparse beard, tell of the country 
from which he comes. Travelers have described the 
peculiar climatic influences of the various countries 
among the Jews. They gradually adopt the language, 
customs and dress; and after long generations the 
color, the features, and the form grow to resemble the 
people among whoin they live. The difference be- 
tween a Russian Jew and the Jew of Canton is almost 
as great as between a Russian and a Chinaman. At 
Ezra’s tomb, among the Jews gathered from every 
part of the East, this remarkable peculiarity is un- 
usually striking. 

* 

Bagdad, once a city of three million people, and a 
thousand years ago the world’s center of all which 
civilization means, boasts of but two graves of its 
great characters. The tomb of the Caliph Mansur 
and of Zobeide, the wife of Harun-el-Rashid, alone 
stand among its ruins. Where the long lists of 
caliphs, the grand viziers, and the poets who made 
Bagdad famous, were buried, none can say. ‘rheir 
tombs have probably been demolished by the ruthless 
hunters of bricks. 

However, among the ruins of the old city of Bag- 
dad, to the left of the Tigris, stands a large square 
brick structure in which the Moslem keepers solemnly 
assert the body of Joshua is buried. It is useless to 
test their statements by the apparent age of the build- 
ing, for the small square bricks of its walls, gathered 
from the ruins of the Arabic period, may indicate only 
a reconstruction. The present building is not ancient. 
The entrance, protected by 2 portico, leads into a 
large open court which is surrounded by chambers. 
In some of the chambers are tombs of the recent 
dead ; in others the attendai ts live, and in one is 
housed a rough board coffin which renders service at 
every funeral in the community. It is used to trans- 
port the body to the cemetery, and is then returned 
to the mosk to await the next burial. A single date 
palm now grows in the court, raising its head above 
the flat roof to which a brick stairway leads. 
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At the farther end of the court, occupying the en- 
tire rear of the building, is the shrine, a spacious, 
windowless chamber, lighted only by the doorway, 
and entirely destitute of furniture save for the coarse 
reed mats which cover the brick floor. Its center is 
capped by a large dome, and the walls have recently 
been whitewashed, yet in places beneath the thin 
white coat appear the more ancient Hebrew inscrip- 
tions which were once the interior decorations. 

The tomb beneath the center of the dome is pro- 
tected by a large rectangular-paneled case of dark 
wood, and excepting in one place, where a panel is 
missing, it is invisible. At the head of the case are 
two tin projections, about which are tied a number of 
strings or rags torn from the garments of the visiting 
pilgrims. One day, while I was standing at the head 
of the sacred tomb, a young Moslem woman entered, 
and with eyes wet with weeping she tore a small rag 
from her garment and tied it about one of the projec- 
tions, while she mumbled a prayer to God that before 
a year hence, when she should come to untie the rag, 
she might present her husband with a child. It was 
but a repetition of the picture of Hannah, the mother 
of Samuel, while she was at the temple, weeping and 
praying before Eli the priest. In the shrines of the 
East the picture is still common. Before the govern- 
ment buildings at Bagdad stands a big cannon which 
the ignorant Arab women, aware of its tremendous 
power, believe can answer prayer. The old gun is 
half hidden with the strings and rags tied about it, 
each to represent a prayer, and could it speak it 
might tell strange stories of the confessions which the 
confiding women have poured out to it. So with the 
tomb of Joshua. There the women gather and pray 
for all kinds of favors, firm in the belief that the 
prophet will in some way cause them to be granted. 

Less than half a century ago the tomb of Joshua 
was in Jewish hands, but the Turkish officials caused 
a number of them to be arrested as they were bearing 
the body of a noted rabbi there for burial. They 
were imprisoned for attempting to bury a Jew at the 
shrine of the great prophet. They were finally re- 
leased upon the payment of large sums of money, but 
the care of the tomb was taken from them. Since 
then the tomb has been forbidden to the Jews, and, 
like most Moslem things, it now shows sad neglect. 
Yet should we follow the Jewish woman as she crosses 
the old boat bridge, we might see her turn toward the 
tomb, and from a distance look longingly at the door- 
way which she is forbidden to enter, while her lips 
utter a prayer with the hope that the long-buried 
leader, even so far away, may hear and answer it. 

New York Cirty. 
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Radio- Active Texts 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 
V. 

ORDS of great strength and great tenderness 
should be able to give perfect assurance 
also. How+onstantly Christ usesbis, ‘‘ Verily, 

verily."’ When he had said it to the dying thief taere 
was left in him no shadow of doubt. He said no 
further syllable. He was content. 11 had brought 
paradise into his soul already. 

So he takes other great certainties as comparisons, 
and then makes assertions far beyond them. ‘‘Can 
a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not 
have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, these 
may forget [in case of panic or fire, perhaps] yet will 
not | forget thee.’’ 

We recall with joy the magnificent rhythm and roll 
of the verse: 


‘* The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to his foes ; 
That soul though all hell ‘should endeavor to shake, 
I'll never, no never, no never forsake.’’ 


The double denial in its second line is not enough. 
So we have the fivefold, reduplicated denial of the 
fourth line. It is iterated and reiterated reassurance. 
But these five negations appear first in Hebrews 13 : 
5. No wonder the next verse says : ‘‘So that with 
good courage we say, the Lord is my helper, I will 
not feai : What shall man do unto me?" 

But at the end, shall we attain the place of the 
blessed? Yes, we have (1) right to the tree of life, (2) 
and enter, (3) in, (4) through the gates, (5) into the 
city. Language could do no more to make that assur- 
ance full. 


UNIVERSITY Park, COL. 





Earlier instalments of this series of ‘“ Radio-Active Texts,” by 
Bishop Warren, appeared in the ‘limes of August 10, 31, September 14, 
and October 19. Others will appear in forthcoming issues. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


‘ HO of you in this Suatay atmos class has 
\W ever made a choice? What choice did you 
make, and why?" Get several, or all, of 
your class to describe, one after another, the circum- 
stances of, and the reason for, some choice that they 
made and that they specially remember. ‘‘ Who of 
you can describe the most recent choice that you 
made? Has any one here made a choice to-day? 
What was it? Can anyone of you remember a day 
in your life when you did not have a single choice to 
make ?” 

In this way get your class interested in the general 
subject of choices and choosing, and let them realize 
from their own experience what a very practical and 
ever-present subject it is. It will be an easy and 
natural transition, then, to remind them that the 
last word of Israel's sturdy general, Joshua, to his 

eople, was a choosing-challenge which made their 
Blood tingle, as he meant it should. For he told 
them flatly that they could of do the very thing 
that they had said they would do, and that they knew 
was right,—and thus the shrewd old military strate- 
gist brought them right over to his side ! 

After this curiosity-arousing reference to the lesson, 
seemingly turn from it again by making your next 
step Mr. Foster's opening move (first two paragraphs). 

And then a moment might well be taken for a his- 
torical lead-up to the incident of the lesson, such as 
Dr. Dunning’s first paragraph gives. —_ see the 
masterly way in which Joshua brought the people up 
to the question of their choice! (vs. 1-13.) He mar- 
shaled all the reasons for choosing right, and ignored 
any reasons for choosing wrong. Wouldn't that bea 
good plan for us, always? Don’t we sometimes dally 
over the wrong side of a choice, and lose by that very 
mistake? Here are other interesting points that can 
be used to advantage: 


This was the hour of victory and prosperity,—a pecul- 
iarly perilous time to any one (Beecher, third para- 
graph). 

The place was such as to make the choice specially bind- 
ing to an Oriental (Howie). 

The ancestor-argument is the argument to-day for foreign 
missions (Pierson, 1). ° 

Joshua the man ;: his character and qualities (Gordon, 1 ; 
Sanders, 2, 3). 


We may understand Joshua's ‘* Ye cannot” in verse 
19 either as satire, intended to spur the people to the 
right choice, or as a sober statement of the truth that 
they could not serve God as they were trying to do, 
along with other gods. In either case, the challenge 
stung them to the right retort: ‘‘ Nay; but we w7//,” 
When a man chooses that way, God will back him. 

Close with a discussion of the general subject again 
of ‘‘choice.”” And whatever else you do, make three 
points clear: There is only one time to choose that we 
can be sure of,—to-day (see tie verse of poetry on 
the first page of this issue); we have #o/ the right or 
privilege to choose wrongly, though many seem to 
think so (see the editorial on the first two pages); the 
worst result of wrong choice persisted in and con- 
tinued is the loss of the power to choose at all,—the 
atrophy of all desire to choose right. 


Light Gleams from the Lesson Writers 


Do you want a share in God’s great work in the world ? 
You can have it (Howard, last paragraph). 

The habit of right choosing must be formed if we would 
be safe (Gordon, 2). 

Get your class to show why the present-day alternatives 
in heathendom are the same, practically, in Christendom 
(Pierson, 2). 

Right-choosing is sure pay (Ridgway, 1). 

Deferred right-choosing is sure loss (Illustrations, 2), 

‘There is no such thing as defetring our choices (Foster, 5). 

Importance of the power to choose quickly (Ridgway, 2). 

I'he kind of choosing that characterizes all great leaders 
(Dunning, 2). 

Whatever you do, choose sometiing, right or wrong. 
Browning’s ** The Statue and the Bust’’ would furnish 
good material for discussion in an adult class. 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week's Lesso.: 
To be assigned to different pupils by the teacher. 

1. Read the passage from Judges 6: If to 7: 9. 

2. Give in your own words an account of the Call of 
Gideon. 

3. How did Gideon call his army together ? 

4. How did Gideon reduce his army ? 

5. How many men were in the army as finally organized ? 

6. ‘Veli the dream of the Midianite soldier. 

7. What was God’s reason for reducing the army ? 

8. Describe the destruction of the Midianites, 


The Lesson Text 


14 Now therefore fear Jehovah, and serve him in sincerity 
and in truth ; and put away the gods which your fathers served 
beyond the River, and in Egypt; and serve ye Jehovah. 15 
And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this 
day whom ye will serve ; whether the gods which your fathers 
served that were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will 
serve Jehovah. 

16 And the people answered and said, Far be it from us that 
we should forsake Jehovah, to serve other gods ; 17 for Jeho- 
vah our God, he it is that brought us and our fathers up out of 
the land of Egypt, from the house of ! bondage, and that did 
those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way 
wherein we went, and among all the peoples through the midst 
of whom we passed ; 18 and Jehovah drove out from before 
us all the peoples, even the Amorites that dwelt in the land : 
therefore we also will serve Jehovah ; for he is our God. 

19 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve Jeho- 
vah ; for he is a holy God ; he is a jealous God ;_he will not 
forgive your transgression nor yoursins. 20 li ye forsakeJ eho- 
vah, and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you evil, 
and consume you, after that he hath done you good. 21 And 
the people said unto Joshua, Nay ; but we will serve Jehovah. 
22 And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are witnesses against 
yourselves that ye have chosen vou Jehovah, to serve him. 
And they said, We ave witnesses. 23 Now therefore put dway, 
said he, the foreign gods which are among you, and incline 
your heart unto Jehovah the God of Israel. 24 And the 
people said unto Joshua, Jehovah our God will we serve, and 
unto his voice will we hearken. 25 So Joshua made a cove- 
nant with the people that day, and set them a statute and an 
ordinance in Shechem. 26 And Joshua wrote these words in 
the book of the law of God; and he took a great stone, and 
set it up there under the oak that was 2 by the sanctuary of 
Jehovah. 27 And Joshua said ‘unto all the people, Behold, 
this stone shall be a witness against us; for it hath heard all 
the words of Jehovah which he spake unto us: it shall be there- 
fore a witness against you, lest ye deny your God. 28 So 
Joshua sent the people away, every man unto his inheritance. 


1 Heb. dondmen. 2 Or, in 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 





According to the King James Version; 


V. 14, fear the Lorp ... on the other side of the flood .. . serve ye 
the Lorp; v.15, evil unto you to serve the Lorp... that were on 
the other side of the flood . . , we will serve the Lorn; v. 16, God for- 
bid that we should forsake the Lorp; v.17, For the Lorp our God, 
he 7¢ 7s that brought us up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt 

. and which did those great signs...and among all the people 
through whom we passed ; v. 18, And the Lorp drave out from before 
us all the peoples .. . Amorites which dwelt in the land: therefore 
will we also serve the Lorp ; for he 7s our God; v.19, serve the Lorp: 
for he zs an holy God; he 7s a jealous God; he will not forgive your 
transgressions; v. 20, If ye forsake the Lorp, and serve strange gods 
-.. and do you hurt; v. 21, we will serve the Lorp; v, 22, ye are 
witnesses against yourselves... ye have chosen you the Lorp... 
We are witnesses v.23, Now therefore put away... strange gods 
which are omens you... the Lorp God of Israel ; v. <4, And the peo- 
ple said... the Jc 
of God, ind... under an oak, that was by the sanctuary of the Loro; 
v. 27, shall be a witness unto us;... all the words of the Lorp...a 
witness uuto you; v. 28, So Joshua let the people depart 
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Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F. Cope 
To delay ts to decide. 
To-day ts the only day. 
There are no half-hearts in heaven. 
No argument can surpass an example. 
Character ts a mutter of constant choices. 


The best way to honor our fathers ts to do better 
than trey did. 


rey wa, fang are under all who pack water on 
both shoulders. 


It's hard finding God's rewards when you are 
looking for sin's revenue. 


The remembrance of our indebtedness should lead 
to the realization of our duty. 








JOSHUA RENEWING THE COVENANT WITH ISRAEL 


Joshua 24 : 14-28. (Read Josh. 23, 24.) Memory verses: 22-24 
Golden Text: Choose you this day whom ye will serve.—Josh. 24 ¢ 15 





29RD... and his voice will we obey ; v. 25, the law. 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


LACE.—Not Shiloh, the national center and place 

of sacrifice (Josh. 18:1, 8, 10; 19:51; 21: 2; 

22: 12, etc.), but Shechem (Josh. 24: 1, 25). No 

sacrifices are mentioned in the account. Perhaps 

Shiloh was not the place for putting Jehovah in com- 

petition with other gods. Shechem had a local 

sanctuary of Jehovah, established anciently by Jacob 

osh, 24: 26; Gen. 33: 18, 35: 4). othing in 

ae 23, 24 places Shechem in the same class with 
iloh. 

Events.—The return of the warriors east of the 
Jordan probably occurred while the land was being 
distributed (Josh, 22 and 18-21). The events of 
chapters 23 and 24 occurred just before the death of 
Joshua (Josh. 23: 14). The narrative makes the im- 
pression of a sudden and unexplainea breaking off of 
the plans for conquest. We Rate no sufficient ex- 
planation of this from outside sources, but if the 
exodus occurred under the successor of Rameses II, 
then the Israelitish conquest of Canaan was in re- 
lations of some kind with the strong rvle of Rameses 
III, and with the invasion of Syria and Egypt by the 
northern hordes in his eighth year, and by Rasseoes 
himself later. 

Pessons.—Joshua and the Israelites at the close of 

their career of conquest. Their attitude is one of 
enthusiasm and of triumph in Jehovah, who has com- 
pletely fulfilled his promises ; but the situation is 
—* Many of the people are crude in their re- 
igious practises. Some of them worship foreign 
gods. ‘They have been lax in the conquest, and are 
settling down in the midst of Canaanite neighbors. 
Joshua makes one last effort to influence them in the 
right direction. 

Time.—‘‘ Joshua made war a long time with all 
those kings”; ‘‘Joshua was old and well stricken in 
years” (Josh. 11: 18, 13: 1). These phrases belong 
earlier than the fifth, or possibly the seventh year of 
Joshua (compare Josh. 14: 10). From ‘‘many days, 
after Joshua had given rest to Israel,... Joshua 
being old and well stricken in years” (23 : 1), we are 
not compelled to infer that the leadership of Joshua 
lasted longer than perhaps eight years, though 
Josephus assigns to him twenty-five years. The 
shorter of these numbers is the more probable. 
A large proportion of pon nom oy had themselves seen 
Jehovah's great deeds in Egypt (Josh. 24 : 17 compare 
31). This might well be the case forty-eight years 
after they left Egypt, but it could hardly be so sixty- 
five years after that event. On the basis of the 
biblical data, the eighth year of Joshua seems to have 
been B. C. 1451. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 14.—Now therefore fear Jehovah: ‘I now 
come to the point ; in view of what I have said, fear 
ye Jehovah.” Not ‘‘th2refore fear ye Jehovah now,” 
as if their idolatry till then had been excusable.— 
Put away the gods: Some of them are still serving 
false gods.—Beyond the River: In Paddan-aram 
beyond the Euphrates (v. 2, and Gen. 31: 19 ff, 35: 
2,4). It is not said that they were idolaters in Ur, 
nor that Abram was an idolater.—And in Egypt: 
The Aramaean false worship imported by Jacob’s 
family had not become extinct in Egypt nor in the 
wilderness. 

Verse 15.—Or the gods of the Amorites; If they 
persist in worshiping finite deities, those of the local- 
ity will make a strong appeal tothem. Joshua in- 
sists that they shall choose, that they shall no longer 
attempt the absurdity of practising two contrary re- 
ligions.— As for me and my house: He does not pre- 
sent the choice between orthodoxy and heterodoxy as 
if it were a thing indifferent. He throws his influence 
positively on the right side. 

Verse 19.—A jealous God: The expression is 
anthropomorphic, but who would desire a friend or a 
God who is too indifferent to be jealous ?— W7// not 
Jorgive: Will not fail to hold accountable. 

erses 26-27.—The renewed covenant is to have 
two permanent memorials; it is to be recorded in tae 
book of the law, and a monumental stor 2 erected. — 
In the sanctuary: The marginal rendering is the 
more natural. The monument is to be in the tract 
where Jacob had his altar, and where Joseph’s body 
was buried (Gen. 33: 18 ; Josh. 24: 32).—Zhe oak: 
Possibly that mentioned in Genesis 35 : 4. 

AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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There ts more hope of aman who takes awrong 
stand than of one who ts always straddling. 


























ESSON FOR NOVEMBER 10 (Josh. 14 : 14-28) 


The Choosing Habit 
By S. D. Gordon 


HE victory of old age is to keep young in spirit 
while matured in years and experience. An 
old head with a young: heart is great victory. 

This old leader is talking here with all the youthful 
ardor that marked the pleading of his early manhood 
at Kadesh-barnea, ‘The temptation of youth is to be 
over-enthusiastic—to go too far; the temptation of 
middle life to be material and critical—to hold back; 
the temptation of old age to be cynical and bitter— 
to pull back. Youth says ‘‘I can”; middle life is 
apt to say ‘‘ you can’t”; and old age is apt to say ‘‘it 
isn't worth while if you could.” Jacob said, ‘few 
and evil have beenthe days.” But Joshua says, ‘* not 
one thing hath failed.” The faith of youth is simple 
and confiding, but untried. 
has the steadiness that comes through standing the 
test. The faith of old age knows that God cannot 
fail, whatever the emergency. ‘The beauty of youth 
is its vision of great things that can surely be done. 
The beauty of mature years is steadiness in follow- 
ing the noble ideals of youth. But the finest beauty 
is that of the old age that, with the steadiness of 
middle life, and the fully mellowed ripeness of the 
shadowy lengthened years, retains the freshness of 
youth. With most men the ideals of youth do not 
stand up against the tuy of time. Splendid old 

oshua has overcome the temptations, grown steadily 
in his faith, and kept all the fine flush of his early 
spirit. The maturing and the ageing should seek to 
keep tight hold of the virgin enthusiasm of youth ; 
and the young should reach out early, eager hands 
for the steadying quality of the years. 


Choosing is the highest act of life. In the right to 
choose we come nearest to being like God in power. 
To choose right is to use our greatest power in the 
highest way. ‘To choose the bad is to drag the blue 
sky down into the filth of the gutter. We are most like 
God in character when we are choosing the right. 
We are most like the Devil when we choose the bad, 
or the wrong, or the not-right. Choice is an act at 
first, but it must be kept up continually as a hadiZt, 
whether it be a good choice or abad choice. For there 
is always a persistent influence drawing a man away 
from hischoice. If it be a choice of good, and 
against bad, there is a continual pull both without 
and within to choose otherwise, or at least to slack 
the lines a bit, hang the choice up on an easy pulley, 
or become wobbly in following it. If it be a choice 
of the bad there is a constant protest against it both 
within and without. The act of choosing must be 
backed up by a habit of choosing. One must con- 
stantly choose to choose what he haschosen. The 
boy who chooses to rise daily at an early hour, and 
attend faithfully to certain duties, and who does it, 
really chooses anew constantly. Each sleepy im- 
pulse to lie a bit longer, or to ease the stint of work, 
or to lag in the spirit of devotion to the task, de- 
mands a tightening of the strings on his choice, if he 
would be true to it. The decision to be ruggedly 
honest in business, rigidly true in speech, fully loyal 
to the high ideals of that faithfully insistent inner 
voice, calls for a constant bracing against things 
tending and pulling the other way. The decision to 
be true to the mastery of Jesus, with a fine spirit of 
devotedness breathing its warm fragrant breath into 
and out of the whole life, will need nothing short of 
a daily kneeling renewal in the secret piace if it is to 
stand strong against the hack of commor life. 

Then there need to be special ¢zmes of choosing ; 
a sitting down to look back and think over and renew 
the choices. This story records the fifth great 
choosing by Israel. ‘There had been the choice of 
Moses’ leadership, and so of God's, back in the slave 
days. There was the great covenant at the steep 
base of smoking Horeb. In the Moab plains, under 
the spell. of Moses’ farewell pleading, there was a 
tacit retying up of all the old knots, though no word 
is spoken of a formal ratification. Uader that ear- 
nest voice, and kindly pleading eye, and impressive 
presence, many a personal covenant was without 
doubt renewed. After the first two great victories 
of Canaan had been won came the Gerizim-Ebal 
ratification, with its deep responsive ‘‘ Amens” from 
thousands of throats. Even so the wise man, in the 
thick of things down in the world, plans times for 
quiet thought, for sane, sensible examination of heart 
and life, and then for hammering snug and secure 
every rivet in his decision to be wholly Christ’s. 

Repetition increases strength as does nothing else, 
whether in exercise or in habit. Joshua shows his 
keen knowledge of human nature, and proves to be 
a true friend, too, in getting the people to repeat 
their purpose three times, so that it and they 
would be greatly strengthened against the day of 
temptation. It was easy to promise while in the 
fiush of victory. But how would they stand up when 
the heroics of battle had gone? They must be made 
to feel deeply, and to do intensely. <A blunt denial 
of their ability to serve God is used to startle and 
stir them. Their promise to obey is a promise to be 
pure, even as God. This fact must be rubbed thor- 
oughly in. The fire must be made hot, and kept hot 
until heat and flame have gotten into the marrow of 


The faith of middle life’ 
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their wills. The siege of sin is so stiff, and the hack 
of temptation so fierce, that a man needs to have his 
purpose made hot, and then hammered hard on the 
anvil of repetition. 

A memorial stone set up to mark one’s covenant 
with God is a wondrous inspiration, and a steadier 
in storm time. It may be a diary or journal, or a 
dated sentence on the fly-leaf or the margin of your 
Bible. It may be that part of the altar-railing in 
the old church where you knelt and had a heart- 
transaction with God. ‘To others it is simply a rail- 
ing, but to you it is a hallowed memorial stone set 
up under a sheltering oak. It may be the pew where 
God revealed himself to you that day as you sat 
silently in the throng, or a place in the Sunday- 
school room, or the home, or down by the old tree ; 
or maybe a holy memory enshrined within—a face, or 
a hymn, or a sacred scene. But every look at it 
brings up afresh the memory of God, and of your 
covenant ; and brings, too, a new flush of devotion 
to him and to your purpose. 

Manpison, N. J. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


OSHUA made a covenant with the people that 
day, and set thema statute and an ordinance in 
Shechem (v.25). Perhaps a mere glance at the 

map will show that Shechem is a central place and 
easily accessible from every part of the country, and 
therefore most suited for a national assembly; but 
probably there was another reason in favor of She- 
chem: the tribes of Israel regarded it as a holy place 
(Gen. 33 : 18-20), and any acts performed in it partook 
of its holiness, and were therefore particularly solemn 
and binding. At the present day legal oaths are ad- 
ministered in the official courts, but forty years ago 
people went or were sent hours’ and days’ journeys 
to a holy place, shrine or church, in order to take an 
oath, make acontract, give evidence, or ratify a state- 
ment, because it was and is thought that people are 
more particular in certain localities. 


SHWEIR, Mt. LEBANON, Syria, 
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Choosing a God 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


TANDING before a great audience of Christians 
in Carnegie Hall, New York, at the Ecumenical 
Conference on Foreign Missions, Maltbie D. 

Babcock—an Apollo in personal appearance, dressed 
in faultless fashion, brilliant of intellect, poet, mu- 
sician, artist, a prince of writers and preachers, a 
fine product of Christian culture—said: ‘‘ Believe me, 
my ancestors were untamed savages of the forests, 
who worshiped trees and stones, and believed in 
human sacrifices.” This is the ancestor-argument for 
foreign missions. It is the argument used by Joshua 
to lead Israel to the whole hearted service of Je ovah. 

People are making the great choice every day— 
the choice between Jehovah-Jesus, and Allah, the 
god of fatalism and sensuality ; or Brahma, the god 
of caste, of cruelty and Hindoo immorality ; or Bud- 
dha, the god of asceticism, deceit, formalism and ex- 
tinction; or fetishtsm with its gods of cruelty, witch- 
craft and vice; between God, and self or Satan. All 
must serve some Master, but they can serve only one 
(Matt. 6: 24). 

Like Joshua, the missionaries stand before the 
peoples of the earth and ask them to choose. Like 
him the missionaries have chosen, and are ready to 
stand alone if need be, and to obey God at all costs 
A thriiling story is that of Kapiolani, a chieftainess 
of Hawaii in the early days. She and her people 
worshiped the goddess of the volcano, Pele, but 
when she heard the Gospel she determined to for- 
sake Pele, and choose Christ as her Lord. She put 
away all but one of her husbands, destroyed her 
idols, gave up gambling and drinking, founded 
schools for her people, and began to go about doing 
good. Then to prove that Pele was no goddess, and 
to win her people from this false worship, she deter- 
mined to go to the volcano and cast stones into the 
crater. Her people begged her not to risk her life, 
but she insisted that God could and would protect 
her. She walked over the rough lava beds to the 
fiery sea, and defying the supposed goddess in her 
very citadel, said to her people: ‘* Jehovah is my God, 
I fear not Pele. He kindled these fires ; you must 
serve and fear him.” Then they knelt in prayer and 
sang Christian hymns. From henceforth the power 
of Pele was broken and the people served Jehovah. 


[An excellent exercise with the class will be to ask them to 
write out a parallel between our history and that of Israel in 
regard to God's leadership out of paganism into life, liberty 
and blessing—also the reasons and advantages that should de- 
termine the choice between the service of Jehovah and that of 
heathen gods, self, or Satan.] 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


ERVE him in sincerity and in truth; 
away the gods, etc. (v. 14). Idol inoculation 
the Israelites’ chronic trouble. Notwithstand- 

ing all God had done, there were still some idolaters 
among them. God has kept and led you splendidly 
all these years. Do you worship some other god ? 
Idolatry all around them, plus an Egyptian taint in- 
side of them. An evil neighbor, shopmate, or com- 
panion, plus an Egyptian taint inside of you. Sin- 
cerity means without wax,—that is to say, beautiful 
clear amber honey. Buckwheat cakes this morning 
for breakfast, Chester County spring-house butter, 
and that kind of honey! What an appropriate Sun- 
day morning breakfast for a Sunday-school boy! 
Isa. 7: 14, 15.) Well, that is the way to serve God. 
ure to serve some god,—no man his own master. 
Common-sense, reason, science, public opinion, coun- 
try, party, ambitions, lusts, appetite—man will be in 
service of some kind. Then why not the buckwheat 
cake, butter, and clear honey service, with its sweet 
taste and sure pay ? (Prov. 24 : 13, 14.) 


Choose you: ... as for me and my house, we will 
serve Jehovah (v. 15). To school yourself to quick 
choosing is your important business in life. No use 
for weather-cocks. A wrong choice ssible,—but 
choose. Right here comes in the worldly value of a 
right life,—for we are more likely to choose right 
when we live right (not forgetting, of course, James 
X%: 5). Joshua's call to choose God comes to you. 
And why not choose God? Compare those in town 
who serve God with those who don’t. Which crowd 
seems to have the buckwheat cakes, butter, and 
honey ? What has the world to offer, anyway? If 
the gods of the Amorites could not save them from 
the invading Israelites, poor things to trust in. If the 
gods of the world cannot give you a good life and a 
Joshua hopeful death, poor things to trust in. 


7 - Sul 


oshua was a masterful, successful man, and this 
ast clause is the secret. 
(Psa. 27 : 4, 5). 

Far be it from us that we should forsake Jehovah 
(v. 16). The fine spirit and splendid example of their 
leader caught them. ‘They were honest this time. 
But it lasted only one generation. It is hard to hold 
out. When the evangelist was holding meetings 
every night and Bible readings afternoons, it seemed 
as if we could be good forever. It was no trouble to 
go to meeting then. Just wanted to go all the time. 
Asked everybody we met to go along. And how we 
would sing when we were there, and whistle or hum 
the tunes about our work. How is it now? Where 
are some of the converts? The every-day drudgery 
of life, after the brass-band has turned the corner, is 
what tests character and religion. A strong, godly 
Joshua can help us to walk the godly life,—but God 
expects us to walk alone, and not be babies forever 
(Gal. 5 : 16). 

He it is that brought us... up,... and pre- 
served us in all the way (v.17). Just say that over 
and over until you understand how you got here to- 
day, clear-headed, well-groomed, full-ted, a strong- 
limbed, respectable citizen and Sunday-school scholar. 
Let us take a few minutes to name some of the things 
God has done for us: Eyes, ears, arms and legs; 
parents, friends, and ahome; good health and a good 
job; no consumption, no cancer, no disease. Let us 
all now sing in our hearts that song: 


He knew where he was set 


** Count your many blessings, 
Name them one by one.’’ 


But speaking of God’s gifts, what are they, compared 
to this one? (2 Cor. 9: 15; John 3: 10.) 


Jehovah drove out from beforeus... the Amo- 
rites (v.18). God makes a clear track for every man. 
Is there a man here this morning who can say he has 
not had a*'fair show”? What, Gus, you haven't ? 
Let’s see: you spend at least twenty-five cents a day 
for cigars. See this five-dollar bill? Well, that bill 
has to work day and night, Sundays and holidays, for 
a whole year to earn you a day’s smoke. And to 
smoke all year will take, at the same modest rate, 
365 such bills. You probably smoke twice that much, 
so that it takes the interest on at least $3,000 to keep 
you in tobacco, Then every extravagance always 
has a cousin ortwo. A man has no one to blame but 
himself for non-success in life. Israelites had to 
fight, but God opened the way for them, as he does 
for us. Life may be a hard pull up a stiff grade, but 
there is a clear track (Ezek. 18 : 25). And now you 
railroaders want to sing, ‘‘Life is like a mountain 
railway.” All aboard! 


Lf ye forsake Jehovah,... he will turn, and do 
you evil (v. 20). Is this why some folks have such a 
hard time of it? Keep true to God, and have kind- 
ness and blessing. Forsake him, and get the ‘‘ hurt.” 
Let nature teach you. We began by talking about 
honey. Well there’s the bee with its sting; fire com- 
forts and hurts; electricity lights and kills; water 
refreshes and chills; sun warms and prostrates, etc. 
While attention is so frequently called to John 3 : 16, 
please do not forget John 3 : 36. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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- The Illustration Round-Table 


All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this department. 
One dollar is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration that can 
be used, and two dollars for the best illustration used for each week’s 
lesson, 

Illustrations are due three months before the date of the lessons. Do 
not contribute without sending for particulars, with lesson calendar, 
which will be sent by the ‘Times, free, upon request. 


How Jenny Lind Chose—v. I5. 


HOOSE Jou this day whom ye will serve . 15). 
c. Lady Taylor of Bournemouth tells the follow- 
ing story of the great Swedish singer, Jenny 
Lind : 
the operatic stage, giving as a reason that the pur- 
suit was so engrossing that it hindered her devotion 
to higher things. Lady Taylor found her one even- 
ing sitting on the beach, her little Bible on her lap, 
and renewed the argument in favor of the stage. 
‘*You owe your work to the world,” she said. ‘ But 
when that work,” said the great singer, gravely, 
‘*makes me care little for this,” touching the , 
‘‘and nothing for that,” looking at the sunset, ‘‘it is 
time to give it up.”—WMarietta Gilmore, Auburn, 
N. Y. From The Youth's Companion. 


The Loss from Deferred Choice—v. 17. 


For Jehovah our God... preserved us in all the 
way wherein we went (v. 17) For three years 
Frances’ teacher had been ages with her to 
unite with the church. But she delayed. ‘'I want 
a little time for fun,” she said. ‘' I’m a Christian, of 
course; but when I join the church good times will 
stop.” However, she did put herself on record as a 
Christian, and united with the church. Two months 
later she saw her Sunday-school teacher, and stopped 
her, ‘‘Oh, Miss G——,” she cried. ‘‘I must speak 
to you right away. It is just fine to be a Christian 
and a church member. ife goes so much easier, 
and I am so much happier. I feel like singing all 
the time. I really believe my friends like me better; 
and I know I like them better. They've raised my 
wages at the factory. And the girls I work with 
don't sneer, as I thought they would. I guess they 
all know I’m a Christian, and they’re helping me 
along. I wish I'd listened to you when you first 
asked me if I'd belong to Christ. Now I've lost 
three years."— The prize for this week is awarded 
to this illustration, 


Called into the Vineyard for What ?—v. 21. 

Nay ; but we will serve Jehovah(v. 21). ‘*Serve” 
is a word which must be in every true Christian’s 
vocabulary. ‘‘ Serve” is the key word of this lesson, 
found fourteen times. The Christian Endeavor 
World states that one of the speakers at a Young 
People’s convention related the following experience: 
‘* I found in a small country church away up among 
the hills of Vermont a certain deacon of great wealth, 
who was one of the most zealous and self-denying 
members in that little church, and known through- 
out the whole community for his good works. I 
ventured to ask him one day why he was pursuing 
a course so unusual for rich men. His reply was, 
‘When I became a Christian, and began to read my 
Bible with appreciation of its meaning, I read that I 
was called into the vineyard of the Lord, and I made 
up my mind at once that I wasn’t called there to eat 
grapes, but to hod ; and I’ve been trying to hoe ever 
since.’""—Zhe Rev. James A. Cosby, Tarentum, Pa, 


How a Japanese Chooses a Father—v. 22. 

Ye have chosen you Jehovah (v. 22). 
Abbot, in Munsey’s Magazine for February, 1907, 
said: ‘In Japan an aspiring youth can adopt some 
man of eminence as his father, and immemorial 
custom compels the person thus honored to take and 
care for the foundling, at least till he comes to the 
age of self-support. In 1896, the fame of William 
Japan an Bryan penetrated to the cherry groves of 


Willis J. 


apan and fired the ambition of a young student. ‘I 

ave chosen you to be my father,’ he wrote, in effect, 
to the Nebraskan, ‘ and will sail at once for the United 
States.’ One morning Mr. Bryan, answering in per- 
son a ring at the door, was confronted by a trim 
Japanese boy, who remarked, with simple directness, 
‘I have come.’ The lad was made welcome, and for 
five years was one of the family, even adopting Bryan 
as his middle name. He received the same educa- 
tion as Mr. Bryan’s own son, and returned to Japan, 
not only equipped with all that our civilization 
can give, but bearing also the broad human sympa- 
thies of an eminent American household.”’ God 
goes farther: he invites us tochoose him. Then how 
gladly he receives us when we have chosen, giving 
us all the rights and privileges of sons of God! (7Zzzs 
incident has been verified by Mr. Bryan.—The 
Editor.) 


What the Master’s Business Shuts Out—v. 23. 
Incline your heart unto Jehovah (v. 23). Trying 
to serve the Lord and other gods has always been a 
failure (Matt. 6:24). We all know some church 
folks who are trying it. Justa little service to some 
pet, special god; some pet occupation or amusement; 
a little hand at a card-game; a small bet at a horse- 
race; a night at the play and ballet, etc. Did you 
ever know a card-player, a race-tracker, a theater- 
goer, to be much of a Christian worker? Dr. Hough- 


She declared her intention of retiring from’ 
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ton was the rector of the ‘* Little Church Around tne 
Corner” in New York City. This Church of the Trans- 
figuration is attended by nearly all the actors who 
go to church at all, and is considered by them ‘‘ the 
actors’ church.” Yet, strange as it may seem, Dr. 
Houghton, whom they all so loved, never entered 
the play-house. 

One day the great actor, Mr. Booth, who was call- 
ing upon the Doctor in his study, said to him: 

‘** Doctor, why is it you never come to the theater 
to see us play? Are you down on us all?” 

‘*No,” said the Doctor, ‘‘ It is not that. Mr. Booth, 
suppose some night you were suddenly stricken down 
with a great illness. I hope = would send for me. 
If you did, where would you like your messenger to 
find me, here in my study attending to my Master’s 
business, or in the parquet of some theater ?” 

‘* Doctor, I would want him to find you right here,” 
earnestly replied the great actor; ‘‘I understand.”— 
W. H. Ridgway, Coatesville, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson 


N THE light of thine overflowing goodness to us, 
O Lord, our fitful and feeble service shames us. 
Thou dost never fail us. Day by day we fe- 

ceive untold blessings from thee, and our hearts are 
glad. Yet we are, prone to forget thee, even in the 
day of thy supreme goodness to us, and our resolu- 
tions go down in ruins under the weight of our self- 
assurance and pride. O Lord, we beseech thee to 
keep us in keen remembrance of thy lovingkindness! 
Grant that we may hold our purpose strong to serve 
thee, yielding not the least to the temptations that 
would draw us away from thee. Amen. 


After the Lesson 


Anybody can go with the crowd, can do whatever the 
rest happen to wantto do. Onlythe boyor girl, man 
or woman of character dares to stand alone against 
the crowd. The Israelites were now among a peo- 
ple who worshiped gods other than Jehovah. How 
often they had turned away from Jehovah, the one 
God ! Would they do so now? Joshua takes his 
own stand on that question, and then gets the people 
up to the same level. 

Do you like to think what would have come to pass 
in Canaan if Joshua had said, ‘‘I guess it’s best for 
me todo about as the people want me. I mustn’t be 
too stiff with them.” 

Joshua was a leader. Are you? Or do you go 
with the crowd? Do you dare to stand all alone and 
say, ‘‘ As for me, I’m notin for it. You oughtn’t to 
goin for it, but whether you do or not, I’m out of it.” 

A crowd of young fellows stood on a street corner. 
‘*Come on, boys, let’s go in,” cried one, as he turned 
toward a saloon near by. Two or three started with 
him, but one held back. ‘‘ No, fellows, I’m not go- 
ing. I wish you wouldn’t. You know you oughtn’t 
to doit. So far as Iam concerned / won’t go in.” 
He stood his ground. 

Boys, it takes nerve to do that, doesn’tit? It takes 
what we call ‘‘sand”’ to hold back from the crowd, 
when the crowd is in danger of doing wrong. 

God has great work to be done by the boy or girl 
who won’t go with the crowd when the crowd goes 
wrong. Do you want some of that work? You can 
have it if you will, 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 


Monday.—Joshua 24: 1-13. . ...... . . The assembly 
‘luesday.—Joshua 24: 14-25 | Joshua renewing the cove- 
Wednesday.—J oshua 24 : 26-33} nant with Israel 

Thursday.—1 Sam. 12: 1-15. ..... Samuel's exhortation 
Friday.—Deut. 30: 11-20. . ..-. 6. . .« Choose life! 
Saturday.—Rom. 12:1-8 . . . . »« Reasonable service 
Sunday.—Matt. 6 : 24-34. . . . The first choice 


% 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


**Who is on the Lord's side ?"’ Psalm 95 : 3-7. 

**Stand up, stand up for Jesus.”’ (130: 3, 4 192:1, 2). 

**Onward, Christian soldiers."’ Psalm I1f : 5-10. 

** Oft in danger, oft in woe." (161 : 3-5. 226 : 3-5). 

**Tesus, Saviour, pilot me.’ Psalm I1g : 19-24. 

‘**Stand up, my soul; shake off thy (173 : 19-24. 244 : 1-6). 
fears."’ Psalm gg : 1-8. 

** He leadeth me: O blessed (138 : 1-7. 198 : 1-7.) 
thought."’ Psalm 86 : 9-14. 

‘Thy way. not mine, O Lord.”’ (114: 9-14. 173: 9-14.) 


“ 


Its no use inviting the Lord to the kitchen when 
the parlor is reserved for our old gods. 
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[Graded Helps] 


The Adult Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Close of Joshua’s Life 
I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Joshua 22 to 24). 


E ine place of Joshua in the conquest may always be 
a matter of dispute among the students of Old 
Testament histo Only a small number will go 
so far as to deny his existence andagency. Winckler, 
to be sure, accounts for him as a mytheteniont per- 
sonification ; others are content to regard Joshua as 
a personification of tribal reminiscences, ‘‘crystal- 
lized around a semi-mythical hero of Timnath-serah.” 
The great majority of scholars accept the. historical 
— asa re yet they differ regarding his re- 
ations with Israel. Some accept him as the leader 
of all Israel] ; others think that he was in reality the 
leader of the Joseph tribes in their attack on Central 
Canaan. 

His personality is well set forth in the biblical] 
narratives of the book which bears his name. He is 
a typical soldier, bluff, honest, zealous, and simple. 
One can imagine that the soldiers of Cromwell made 
him their model of behavior, His trust in the leader- 
ship of Jehovah did not prevent his use of clever ex- 
pedients and of military prudence. When a fight 
was on, he ‘‘ rose up early in the morning” and went 
up against his foes and ‘came upon them suddenly” 
and discomfited them before they had time to rally. 
He continued after this fashion until he had pacified 
and suppressed a district. 

He was an arbiter as well as a leader, a counsellor 
as well as a judge. What a glorious bit of advice he 
gave to the children of Joseph who came to him in a 
complaining mood! How appropriate a message for 
any self-confident, hopeful, eager people, craving a 
larger place in the world (Josh. 17: 14-18)! ‘“‘If you 
are a great people and have great resourcefulness, 
get thee up to the forest and cut it down for thyself, 
and drive the Canaanites out of the valleys. Make 
use of your powers to establish your hopes.”’ 

The picture drawn of Joshua at the end of his 
varied career is as fine as anything in the sacred rec- 
ords. That his people should genuinely and sincerely 
fear Jehovah, avoiding al] superstitions or fancied 
obligations to local deities, was his fundamental 
desire forthem. The ‘‘ gods of the Amorites”’ were 
nocreations of his fancy. Every village had its high- 
place and its protecting deity. It was a real tempta- 
tion to the Israelites to acknowledge them no less 
than Jehovah, But Joshua's choice was unfaltering, 
and skilfully and tenderly he persuaded the people to 





recall the helpfulness of Jehovah, and to declare their 


continuing loyalty. Then he led them to renew their 
covenant in solemn fashion, giving a new strength 
to the religious bond which was to be Israel’s salva- 
tion. Joshua’s final service was perhaps the greatest 
he ever rendered. 

II. REFERENCE LITERATURE, 

Meyer's ‘*‘ Joshua” (pp. 176-210) contains a very 
full study of Joshua's latter days. Wade's Old Testa- 
ment History” (pp. 187-189) discusses Joshua’s share 
in the conquest. The articles on Joshua in the Has- 
tings Dictionary by George Adam Smith, in the En- 
cyclopedia Biblica (Vol. II, p. 2599), and in the 
Jewish Encyclopedia (Vol. vit, pp. 281-284) are 
varied, but worth study. McFadyen’s remarks in 
his ‘‘ Messages of the Historians” (pp. 119-121) are 
very discriminating in regard to his personality. 


IIT. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON, 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. It it intended to be suggest- 
ive rather then exhaustive, to afford hints for a variety of treatments 
rather than one unvarying method.] 

The lesson may well be made to turn on the char- 
acter, motives, and achievements of Joshua. These 
gave his parting advice its value and power. 

The Early History of Joshua. What was his re- 
lation to Moses, and what influence did that have 
upon him? How far does it help us to estimate his 
personality ? 

His Leadership of Israel. 
as a military leader? 
success ? 

His Share in the Settlement. Was he merely an 
acceptable umpire, or one who put new life into the 
peopie ? 

His Last Appeal. What was the great idea that 
possessed him at this time? 

The Solemn Covenant. How many such had the 
Israelites made up to date? Was there especial 
need of the renewal? Was it necessary to set up the 
great stone ? 

The Place of Joshua in History. Could Moses 
have done what Joshua did? Was Joshua the sort of 
leader needed at the time? Did he contribute any- 
thing of permanent importance to Israel? If we had 
no testimony regarding him, would we have to infer 
some such man from the facts? 


Boston. 


What did he achieve 
What was the secret of his 





LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 10 (Josh. 14: 14-28) 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


PLACED a piece of paper and pencil on the 
| table, and said, ‘‘I want to draw a very simple 
design—-just a line or two—to represent my life 
‘ or your life. How shall I doit?” The i. saw my 
purpose at once, and the suggestions they made 
were varied : ‘‘ Draw a crooked line,” ‘‘ Draw a line 
that’s straight sometimes and crooked sometimes,” 
‘* Draw a line that’s straight at first, and then gets 
crooked.” I was careful to ask for their reasons in 
each case, the last suggestion, for instance, being 
defended on the principle that a baby was good, but 
got bad as he grew older—seven years was the boy’s 
suggestion as to when the line would. change from 
straight to crooked. 

But I took the pencil and drew a line that would 
fairly represent a a road, with many places 
where the road forked. hat was my idea; a road 
over which we travel with many, many places where 
we have to choose between two paths. very fellow 
here has been at the forks of the road more than 
once since he got up this morning. Life calls for 
choice—choose you this day whom ye will serve. 

Here were the Israelites at the fork in the road. 
Joshua made it very plain to them. He told them 
they could choose which way they'd go; he knew 
which way he would go, and his family would go 
with him. Here’s a road that will lead to the cus- 
toms and idolatry of the tribes all about you. The 
folks over there in Egypt traveled this road a good 
many times, and every time they did they got into 
trouble, and were punished by God. Leading off in 
the other direction is the road which leads to God’s 
goodness and his mercy. Now, you can’t travel this 
road and take your idols along. If you want to go 
this way, you must strive to please God. 

Well, the people declared very positively that they 
would choose God and his way, and Joshua set up 
that great stone as a witness of their decision. 

When a fellow gets to the fork of a road he’s got to 
choose, hasn’t he? Can’t put it off. If he’s been 
leading an evil life, and comes toa place where the 
road forks, and a sign-board invites him to start 
toward better things, he can’t say, ‘‘I’ll not decide 
just now.”’ No, no; if he keeps on the road of evil, 
he has already decided for that time—to keep on the 
evil way. It’s atime for God’s help, fellows, when 
we come to the choosing place. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


% 


The Young Folks’ Class 
| By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


ICTURE the great convention and explain why 
it was called. Point out on the map the appro- 
priateness of the place where it was held (Josh. 

‘24: 1), Review the history of Israel up fo the time 
of the exodus from Egypt (vs. 2-5), and the period 
during which Joshua had been with them (vs. 6-14). 
Ask what such an experience would prompt their 
leader to say to them as his final charge. Read the 
last charge of Moses to his people (Deut. 30 : 15-20), 
the other charge of Joshua (Josh. 23 : 1-16), the final 
message of Samuel (1 Sam. 12 : 20-25), and the 
charge of David to Solomon (1 Kings 2: 2-4). Note 
that they all declare the simple, fundamental coun- 
sels which you may summarize as the great leader’s 
message under these heads : 

The Necessity of Making a Choice of Gods. Show 
that every one must serve some god, must havesome 
object to live for or be merely a waif.’ What three 
choices of gods besides Jehovah did Joshua put be- 
fore the people? (vs. 14, 15.) Lead your pupils to 
describe what gods they themselves could choose. 
What choice did Joshua make for himself and his 
family ? Show that he did not wait to see what the 
nation would do, but made his independent choice 
for reasons sufficient to himself. This characterizes 
the real leaders of men. , 

Point out the temptation which comes to all men 
to delay choice or to attempt to compromise. The 
history of Israel is largely a record of divided choices 
and their disastrous consequences. Read the first 
commandment (Exod. 20 : 3), and describe what the 
people did just after they had solemnly covenanted 
to keep it (Exod. 24:7; 32:1). Describe Elijah’s 
challenge to the people to stop trying to choose both 
Jehovah and Baal (1 Kings 18 : 21). Explain the 
conclusion of Israel’s most brilliant king after trying 
every experiment of living, as an agnostic, a sensual- 
ist, and a philosopher (Eccles. 12: 13, 14). Describe 
the temptation of the Christ in the wilderness which 
ended with his confessed obedience to the counsel of 
Moses and Joshua,—‘t Him on/y shalt thou serve” 
(Matt. 4: 10). Then repeat his message of the ser- 
mon on theMount (Matt. 6: 24). 

Why Jehovah Should be Chosen (vs. 17, 18). Ask 
your pupils what God has done for them. Show 
what a wrong is done to children (unless you have 
such children in your class) by those parents who 
have not taught thon from whom all their blessings 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


have come, and who has guided them all their lives. 
Impress on them the reasons why they owe to God 
their undivided service. 

The Responsibilities of Choosing Jehovah. Show 
how Joshua led the people to make their choice intel- 
ligent and deliberate (vs. 19-23). He told them that 
to say they chose Jehovah and to serve other gods 
would be their undoing, for he is holy, and will ac- 
cept no divided homage or service. So Jesus taught 
the people who sought him (Matt. 7: 21-27). Impress 
on your pupils the great truth that those who really 
choose God take an open stand on their choice. They 
enter publicly into covenant with him and his people. 
They take his Word in the Scripture as their guide. 
Their names are recorded in the sanctuary of the Lord. 

You may profitably compare these words of Joshua 
with those of patriarchs, prophets, and apostles ; 
with the songs and proverbs of the Bible ; with what 
is called its history, which is a record of selected 
events and movements to prove that what Joshua 
and those who repeated his message have said, is 
true ; and with the sayings and deeds of —. The 
evidence that the Bible is from God is to be found in 
this sum of wisdom revealed through human experi- 
ence—the meaning and philosophy of living so as to 
be at peace with one’s self and with God, and to 
fulfil his purposes. 

Boston, 

+ 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ARGARET and Hugh were sitting in the swing 
eating grapes. They would eat three or four, 
then throw one away, eat a few more, then 

throw away several, until the bunches were gone. 
Why didn’t they eat them all? Some were ? 
Good, and some were ——? Bad (write those words). 
The children knew that they must choose only the 
—— ? (good) or they might get sick (show a bunch). 
If this were yours, which grapes would you Choose ? 
(Add that word, and make a line from choose to good.) 
Then you would throw away these little hard, green 
ones, these mashed ones, and these spoiled ones 
which the birds have pecked or the bees have stung. 
(If the class is small, let the children pick those out 
leaving only the good, or the teacher might do it.) 

There had been lots of choosing among the children 
of Israel. Each tribe had chosen the part of the 

romised land which should be its home. Caleb and 
Tochee had chosen the hill cities to live in; six cities 
of refuge had been chosen, too. (Recall a few points 
of the last lesson.) All this had taken several years, 
and Joshua, their leader, felt that he could not live 
much longer. He wanted to gather the people about 
him, and give them a farewell talk. 

Before all this, there had lived in the promised 
land some very wicked people who worshiped idols. 
Many of them had been destroyed in the wars, but 
some still lived here and there, scattered over the 
country, and still had their idols. Moses had warned 
the children of Israel that they must destroy every 
idol, and Joshua wanted them to go on and finish the 
work which he had begun. We know that an idol of 
gold, silver, wood, or stone, is nothing at all, and 
cannot help or harmanybody. (Recall the drill from 
Psa. 115 : 4-8, ‘‘ They have eyes, but they ? see 
not,” etc.). Sing: 








** Though the heathen bow to idols 
They have made of wood or stone, 
We have Christian friends to tell us, 
Thou art God, and thou alone.’’ 


Joshua invited the leaders of each tribe to hear his 
farewell talk about the God whom they could not see, 
but who had led them through their long journey and 
given them the promised land. (Show the picture- 
roll.) He reminded them of God’s promise (Golden 
Text of October 6), ‘‘ I will not fail thee nor forsake 
thee,” and said, ‘‘ Not one thing has failed of all that 
God promised” (chap. 23 : 14). 

Like Moses, Joshua was very earnest. I can see 
the good old man standing straight before them, and 
saying, ‘‘Choose ye this day whom ye will serve,” 
—the God who has done such wonderful things for 




















you, or the idols which you have seen, the good or 
the bad. . Then in his strongest voice he said, ‘‘ As 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (an- 
other line toward the good). Then he waited for the 
people to choose and speak (read 16-18). Over and 
over they said; ‘‘ We also will serve the Lord, for he 
is our God” (vs. 18, 21, 24. Each time make another 
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line). Joshua was pleased, and he set up a rough 
stone as a monument under an oak to remind them 
of their promise to ‘* Serve God ”’ (add sketch). 

Everybody who lives now must choose between 
the good and bad, between Right and Wrong (add 
those words and sing): 


‘* Choose him, choose him, all ye little children ; 
God is love, God is love,’’ etc. 


All who choose him must ‘ serve him” (sing that). 
Our Bible verse tells how we may ‘serve him.” 
‘* Serve the Lord with gladness, and come before his 
presence with singing.”’ People round about us can 
tell whether we are serving God. Closing prayer: 


** Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good ; 
In all our work, in all our play, 
To serve thee better every day.’’ 


Peoria, ILL, 


ae 


Ask Marion Lawrance! 





MICHIGAN.—We have a small school averaging fifty during 
the winter months. How can | review the lesson each Sun- 
day? I wish the vital truth of each lesson presented in an 
attractive manner, brief but clear. I can take only a few min- 
utes. I should like to keep out of ruts, and make each 
session interesting. Can you recommend any book or pub- 
lication that will help me ? 


The question you ask brings out the most important 
feature of your work, and the one upon which you will 
need to put a good deal of thought and time; but nothing 
you can do will pay you so well as this. There is one every- 
week suggestion to the superintendent, showing how to 
take a single vital truth of the lesson and illustrate it and 
drive it home in a way that is on the everyday plane of boys 
and girls, and that therefore is likely to stick in their memo- 
ries, —and that is Mr. Howard’s ‘* From the Platform ”’ in 
The Sunday School Times. Mr. Howard wisely refrains 
from attempting to review the facts of anentire lesson. ‘The 
reviews in the Sunday-school should not, in my opinion, be 
a review such as would be given in a day-school. Yet the 
central truth you are seeking after cannot be communicated 
to you by any publication nor by anybody as well as you can 
get at it yourself,—unless he knows your school as you know 
it. The one most important thing which may properly be de- 
duced from the lesson, and which is needed by your school 
at that particular time, is the central truth for you. There 
is usually a short sentence in each lesson which will cover 
the ground admirably. After you have practised a while 
in searching for these things, you will be amazed at the 
ease with which you discover them. Many times the itali- 
cized sentences by Mr. Cope, printed in connection with 
the lesson in The Sunday School ‘limes, will just fit your 
case, 





NEW YORK.—We have a Sunday-school of something ss 
than three hundred members. A good beginning has been 
made in grading. No special lack of general unity of spirit 
and purpose exists. But there is a strong tendency in the 
departments and organized classes to recognize themselves, in 
theory and practise, as quite independent unities. Teachers’- 
meetings are not held. I have recently been elected superin- 
tendent. I am unwilling to accept the place unless, in addi- 
tion to some other general lines of action, these two are agreed 
upon: 1. Monthly meetings for prayer, counselling together, 
and teacher-training work. 2. Weekly meetings of the entire 
school, excepting the Home Department, for brief opening 
exercises, in order to symbolize and promote the school's 
actual unity, and a quarterly general rally of the entire school, 
Home Department and all. Ata well-attended meeting the 
other night there was a manifest unwillingness to approve 
these conditions that seem to me to be fundamental to real 
unity and strength. Am I right or wrong? 


Whenever the school meets as a Sunday-school, I should 
insist that all of the departments above the primary meet 
together for the general exercises before the recitation 
period. I do not think I should insist upon the primaries 
and beginners, or those who cannot read, meeting with the 
main school every time. I should like to have them, how- 
ever, sing one song, or perhaps be present a very few min- 
utes if it could be done. The confusion, however, of 
marching ir and out or the closing of sliding-doors, which- 
ever the case may be, is something of a detriment to the 
school. The Sunday-school is aschool, but it is more than 
a school; it is a great family. If I could have my own 
way absolutely, I would have all of the departments to- 
= for a few minutes, —even the little children, at least 
requently. Five minutes would be time enough for the 
children to sing a song, or for some word to be spoken to 
them from the platform, and to make them feel that they 
were a part of the great whole. 

I should certainly insist upon that monthly meeting if I 
could not do a better thing. But the better thing would 
be to insist upon a weekly meeting for the study of the 
lesson and the study of the school as well. If this were 
held, then the prayer and business, etc., referred to as a 
part of your monthly meeting, could be made a part of your 
weekly meeting, and it would be all the better. 1 have said 
it plainly,—that I would not superintend a Sunday-school 
that would not have a regular weekly teachers’-meeting for 
the officers and teachers to come together and study, not 
so much the lesson as methods of presenting the lesson, 
and also to study the school, that we may concentrate upon 
the weak places, and do everything that is done with a 
unanimity of purpose. 





With the New Books 








All books announced here, and any others, 

may be secured from The Sunday School 

Times Company at the retail prices, postage 
free, unless otherwise stated, 





Missions and Social Progress. — The Central 
Committee for the United Study of Missions has 
completed the first series of seven studies in mission 
work outlined immediately after the Ecumenical Con- 
ference in 1900, The new volume is devoted to a 
survey of missions evangelistic, educational, medical, 
industrial, and philanthropic. A valuable bibliogra- 
phy is added. eaders of mission-study classes will 
be glad to note that the first volume of a new series 
is promised for next year. (Gloria Christi: An 
Outline Study of Missions and Social Progress. By 
Anna R. B. Lindsay. The Macmillan Co., New 
York. 50 cents, net.) 


Ammunition for the Temperance Lesson.—At a 
time when temperance legislation is making such 
remarkable progress, even to the point of prohibition, 
it is well for teachers to have statistics and other 
well-authenticated facts at hand to use in all teach- 
ing emergencies, and especially just now when the 
World’s Temperance Lesson is to be taught in No- 
vember, The year book, compiled by Alonzo E. 
Wilson, gives almost every sort of information of this 
character, from original sources as far as possible. 
(American Prohibition Year Book for 1907. 92 
La Salle Street, Chicago: Lincoln Temperance Press, 
Cloth, 35 cents; paper, 15 cents.) 


Interesting the ~—- in Missions.—The doubter 
who says it is impossible to interest boys of fourteen 
to sixteen in missions should read the story of ‘‘The 
Boys’ Congress of Missions,” organized in 1898, in 
the State Street Mission, Chicago. So delighted 
were the eleven charter members with this new club 
that the number speedily grew to one hundred and 
fifty. At first each boy represented a country in the 
Congress. ‘Thus, at roll call, members responded as 
from Borneo, Ceylon, Java, Africa, etc. As the con- 
gress grew six members from each country were per- 
mitted. The description of their meetings, and of the 
work done by the congress, is inspiring and suggest- 
ive. (Boys’ Congress of Missions. By Emma Em- 
ilie Kochler, ‘The Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 
50 cents, net.) 


Maps for the Sunday-school.—The publishers of 
the Kent and Madsen series of maps have rendered a 
great service to Sunday-school workers. There are 
eight beautifully executed maps in the series, cover- 
ing every portion of Bible history. For the topo- 
graphical map of Palestine such a scheme of coloring 
is adopted that the observer quickly gains a clear 
idea of the land which, in —_ of its small space, 
presents so many contrasts of mountain and valley, 
of wilderness, plain, and depression. There is also 
a chart of bjblical and contemporary chronology, to 
which the six historical maps refer by dates, Thus 
the series is co-ordinated for intelligent use. (7ofo- 
graphical and Historical Maps and Chronological 
Chart for Bible Students, By Charles Foster Kent, 
Ph.D , and Albert Alonzo Madsen, B.D., M.A. The 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. Each, $2, net; 
$15 for the set.) 


A Book on Heaven.—A book is to be welcomed that 
sustains and strengthens Christian believers in their 
hope against the gainsayings of modern science and 
negative criticism, and that enlarges their thought 
of the world to come. This is what the Editor of The 
Western Christian Advocate has done in his new 
volume. It abounds in felicitous quotations, which 
are set in words as fine in sense and eloquence as the 
best of them. The author argues for prayer for the 
dead, “er his argument by the teaching and 
practise of John Wesley. He deprecates unreal talk- 
ing and singing about heaven, and especially the 
morbid hymns often put into children’s mouths. His 
book is a real addition to the literature of the sub- 
ject, and will be a comfort to many readers. (Zhe 
Hereafter and Heaven. By Levi Gilbert, author of 
‘‘ Visions of the Christ.” Jennings and Graham, 
Cincinnati. 75 cents.) 


John’s Gospel from Two Standpoints.— Two 
writers take up the great Gospel of John with the same 
assurance of its genuineness and its value, but with 
entirely different methods. Mr. Clark, who is an 
Englishman, studies it from within. He makes his 
reader feel the truth of Schleiermacher’s saying that 
this is ‘‘ the gospel of the heart of Christ.” He be- 
longs to the same class as Augustine, Maurice, and 
Sears, writing with that rare gift called ‘‘ unction,” 
combined with manly energy of thought, and with 
patient study of the text oa the spiritual meanings 
of ‘* the profoundest book in all the world.” 


Mr. Smith proceeds much more literally. His book 


might be described as a manual of Christian a 
with especial reference to the fourth Gospel. e 
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meets and answers the critics, and exhibits the outer 
relations of the book with ample learning. His aim 
is edification, but he at times is long in reaching it. 
He does not surrender himself to John as Mr. Clark 
does. He says at the close that ‘* Protestant the- 
ology is built too exclusively on the logic of Paul.” 
His own book illustrates this by being a Pauline com- 
mentary onthe Johannine Gospel. In many respects 
it is a complement to that of Mr. Clark. (Zhe Christ 
Jrom Without and Within: A study of the Gospel 
bySt. John. Bythe Rev. Henry W. Clark, author of 
‘“Meanings and Methods of the Spiritual Life.” 
$1.25, net. Zhe Teaching of the Gospel of John. 
By J. Ritchie Smith. $1.50. Both published by 
Picking H. Revell Co., New York and Chicago.) 





For Children at Home 





Uncle Jack’s Letter 
By Alix Thorn 


GUESS I wouldn’t finish any letter, 
Unless my Mama wanted to help me, 
I write: ‘* Dear Uncle Jack ’’ so very quickly, 
Then I can’t think of any more, you see. 


** Oh, tell about the puppy and his collar, 
The fuany walk you took with Bess to-day,’’ 
She whispers, and, of course, my pen just hurries, 
She always knows such splendid things to say. 


I’m very giad we happened to remember 

That little girl who’s come to school to stay— 
Some afternoon I think it would be lovely 

To ask her over to my house to play. 


How bad he’d felt if we had never told him 
About that party I’m invited to, 

My nicest dress with all its little ruffles— 
The hat he hasn’t seen, because it’s new. 


But when it’s done, the envelope directed, 
All stamped and sealed, securely as can be 
I wonder if it isn’t Mama’s letter, 
And if I ought to say it comes from me. 


Mr. Vernon, N. Y. 
% 


The Cow That Liked Compositions 
By Emma C. Dowd 


ARO had never written a composition. At the 
city school nothing had ever been said about 
them. But here in the country, where they 

had lately come to live, every Friday was composition 
day, and Caro was expected to write something on 
the subject printed upon the blackboard. ‘*Cows” 
she read, and felt perplexed at once. 

‘‘Make your compositions this week humorous, or 
funny, if possible,” the teacher said, which sent Caro 
home in a puzzle. What was funny about a cow ?_ 

After school the little girl took a paper and pencil, 
and went out into the pasture back of the house to 
study their cow, and to write her composition. _ 

Billy Carpenter had told her that cows sometimes 
chased people: but this cow that her father had just 
bought looked too clumsy and too lazy to run after 
anybody. So Caro sat down upon a big stone, and 
wrote ‘*Cows” in big letters at the top of her sheet. 

The cow switched her tail from side to side, to drive 
off the flies; so presently Caro wrote :— 

‘‘Cows are big animals, with long tails that go 
wigglety-waggle.” ; 

Then she watched to see the cow do something 
funny; but all she did was to nibble at the grass. 

Pretty soon this went down on Caro’s paper :— 

‘Cows eat all the time, and never stop. They 
have big eyes that stare at you, and they have horns 
to let down the bars with, when they go home at 
night. Our cow is reddish, and isn’t funny at a.” 

Just then the cow walked off under a tree, and lay 
down chewing her cud. 

‘“‘Oh,” thought Caro, ‘‘that is funny! They do 
their eating first, and then they go and chew and chew 
and chew!” So she wrote down her discovery, add- 
ing, ‘‘I wish I could do that way; but Mama makes 
me chew as I go along.” 

A railway passed near the farm, and just then a 
whistle sounded shrilly not far away. It frightened 
the cow, and getting on her feet in a hurry she came 
bounding in Caro’s direction at a lively pace. 

“Oh!” screamed Caro, and dropping paper and 
pencil she scampered away towards the fence. Safely 
on the other side, she ventured to look back. 

The cow was inspecting the composition. 

**Oh!"” cried Caro again, and then louder, ‘*Oh, 
my!" for the paper had vanished in her mouth! 

Caro went sadly home, to re-write her composition 
in a safe place, aud she added this to the first part :— 

** Cows like compositions, for ours ate mine up.” 

The next Friday afternoon, when all the twenty 
compositions were read, the scholars voted Caro 
Clyde's the very funniest one there. 


MERIDEN, CONN. 
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WORTH REPEATING | 


The Spirit of the Missionary 


From ‘‘ The Foreign Missionary,’’ by Arthur Judson Brown 
o 

ISSIONARY annals abound with inspiring in- 
stances of devotion. ‘The last act of Dr. 
Eleanor Chestnut, one of the martyrs at Lien- 
chou, China, was to tear off a portion of the skirt of 
her dress and bind up an ugly gash on the head of a 
Chinese boy who had been accidentally injured by 
the mob. he dying words of Mrs. Machle were a 
lea to her murderers to accept Christ. The last 
etter of Mr. Peale was such a large-hearted expres- 
sion of sympathy with the Chinese that the Chinese 
minister at Washington wrote: ‘‘His words seem to 
me to have a prophetic ring; in his untimely death, 
America has lost a noble son and China a true 
friend.”” The first message of Dr. Machle, after the 
tragedy which cost the lives of his wife and daugh- 
ter, was not a demand for revenge, but a vow to con- 
secrate the remainder of his life to the welfare of the 

Chinese. 

Some moral triumphs are greater than the physical 
victories of war. A- medical missionary in Persia 
refused a palace and a princely income as personal 
physician to the Shah, saying: ‘‘I came to Persia to 
relieve the distresses of the poor in the name of 

esus.” An educator in China declined the high- 
salaried presidency of an imperial university, giving 
as his reason; ‘‘I want to translate the Bible and to 
preach the gospel and to train up Christian minis- 
ters.” An old man in Syria rode horseback eight 
hours in a wintry storm to administer the communion 
in a mountain village. Another in Siam pushed his 
little boat up lonely rivers swarming with crocodiles 
and tramped through snake and tiger-infested jun- 
gles that he might preach Christ. . Still another in 
Laos forgot his threescore and ten years and made a 
solitary six months’ journey that he might take to 
distant peoples the tidings of the gospel ; twenty-six 
days he was drenched with dew and rain, ten times 
he had to swim his pony across rivers, four days he 
wearily tramped because his horse was too jaded to 
bear him. A young woman in India walks painfully 
from house to house under a blazing sun, but writes: 
‘This is delightful work; it is good to be footsore in 
such a cause.” Another in Syria standsin a little 
gallery of a room containing about ten peop!e, beside 
cows and goats, the mud floor reeking with damp- 
ness, the roof dripping tiny waterfalls of rain, the 
air heavy with smoke, the missionary herself racked 
with cough and flushed with fever; but tenderly 
treating two hundred patients a week and writing: 
‘*] am very thankful to record God's goodness to me; 
I do not believe that ever before into one person's 
life came such opportunities as I enjoy.” 

And then the scene changes, and a sick husband 
in Turkey asks that the photograph of his wife and 
children may be hung close to his bed that he might 
gaze with inexpressible yearning into the faces of 
far-off dear ones whom he never expects to see again 
in the flesh. Alfred Marling, seventy miles from a 
physician, dies in the furnace of African fever, sing- 
ing: 








** How sweet the name of Jesus sounds!”’ 


A mother in a Syrian shed lines a rude box, places 
in it the still form of her child, sends it away for dis- 
tant burial, and then goes back to her sick husband, 
and tries to keep up a brave face and not let him 
know that her heart is breaking. There are littie 
grovtps of moving people, — husbands following to 
far-off cemeteries the hallowed dust of their wives, 
widows walking behind the coffins of their husbands, 
Rachel mothers weeping for their children, and ‘‘re- 
fusing to be comforted because they were not.” 
‘*Six weeks after my arrival in China,” a missionary 
writes, ‘‘my wife, though but shortly before in 
America adjudged physically sound, died after only 
a week’s illness. The memories of the cold, bleak, 
January morning when we laid her in that lonely 
grave upon the hillside will not soon fade from my 
mind. What a mournful little procession it was that 
passed through the streets of hostile Tsinan-fu that 
day! With but half a dozen of my new-found friends, 
I foliowed the plain coffin borne by coolies whose 
jargon seemed all the more unsympathetic because I 
did not understand it. Oh! the unspeakable desola- 
tion that sweeps over a little community such as 
many of our mission stations are when death invades 
its feeble ranks. And then the stifled wail that re- 
echoed from America three months later! 

Well might a Persian Christian cry: ‘‘O winds 
that sweep over those who have died for a cause they 
loved more than life, touch lightly, we beg, the sacred 
dust! O sun, touch gently with thy burning rays 
the lives of those who still live and toil! Let the 
story of their untiring energy and unwavering faith 
and hope in Jesus Christ be proclaimed in coming 
generations, to stimulate, encourage, and inspire the 
children of God!” 





























LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 10 (Josh. 24 : 14-28) 








A new Elgin Watch per- 
fectly adapted to the watch 
needs of womankind, yet 
meeting the same rigid re- 
quirements that have made 
the Elgin the standard watch 
for mankind. 


Illustration actual size of watch. 


Every Elgin watch is fully guaran- 
teed; all jewelers have them— Send 
for ‘‘ The Watch,” a story of the 
time of day. 


ELGIN NATIONAL WATCH CO. 
ELGIN, ILL. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, November 10, 1907. The Greed 
for Gold (Prov. 23 : 4, 5; Luke 
12 : 13-21). 
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‘SEND FOR OUR FREE STOVE BOOK 


If you want a stove or range of any kind for any purpose, let us send 


“A KealAarmMmazoo _ 
Direct to You” 


at actual factory prices. You save from #5 to 40, because you keep in your pocket all the dealers’ 
jobbers’ and midd} ‘s profits. You run no risk, because we pay ine freight and sell you on 

You not only save money but you geta stove or range of 
360 Da s Approval exceptionally high quality. ie of the best pig iron and 
steel of Pel highest grade, by the most skilled workmen, in one of the most modern and best, 

















Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon, —A hard bargainer (Gen. 31 : 36- 
42). 

TUEs.—A greedy man (Josh. 7 : 16-22). 

WED.—Covetous priests (1 Sam. 2: 12-17). 

TTHURS.—A dishonest servant (2 Kings 5 : 
20-24). 

FRI.—A betrayer for silver (Matt. 26 : 14- 
16 


SAT.—A wo on greed (Jude 11, 12). 


























RESOLVED: 
‘¢ That the use of 


The American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


in the worship of God, is 
hereby authorized and 
recommended.”’ 

Unanimously adopted 
by General Assembly of 
United Presbyterian 
Church, Denver, Col., 
May 22d, 1907. 

Let us send you our free 40-page 
book which tells the story of this Great 
Translation, and what the leading min- 
isters and teachers and editors in all 
denominations think of it. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible publishers for 50 years 


37a East 18th St., New York 
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Big Bargains 
CATALOGU Books 














FALL Drop a Postal for our Fall 
1907) = and Winter Catalogue 
ae of newest publications 





Tie NEWEST Booxs and Used books now be- 
ne eS ee ing withdrawn from 
The Booklovers Libra- 
It contains a full list of special bar- 






ry. 
gains in Fiction, Science, History, Religion, 
Biography, Travel, Literature, etc. 


Sales Department, TABARD INN LIBRARY 


1628 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 




















How does greed injure the greedy ? 


Point out the damage greed does in modern 
society. 


What should we covet ? 


OME desires overreach themselves. 
The greed for wealth is one of them. 
The passion for acquisition grows 
by what gratifies it, so that the man who 
wants much cannot stop with much, but 
seeks more, There is a limit to what 
any man can rationally spend upon him- 
self. To go beyond all reasonable wealth, 
unless it is expended for others, when it 
is not unreasonable, requires that a man 
should be either irrational or greedy of 
power. This unreason and greed are 
one of the worst curses of our day, and 
this influence is felt in all sections of 
society. Not contentment with what we 
have and good work done well for its 
own sake, but the hunger for more money 
is the passion of men. 


To be sure, there is reason why some 
people who are grossly underpaid should 
have more money. 
gold that leads the poor mother to slave 
in the sweat-shop for a few cents for her 
hungry children, and it is right that 
others should work for such regenera- 
tion of society as shall secure a more 
just distribution of wealth. But with 
the great mass of us the need is not for 
more money, but for more honest work 
for the mony we already receive. 

¥ 

Money enslaves many men. Once 
they and money come together, it is 
their master. ‘They are not its masters, 
It is related of one of the richest men in 
New York City that, stingy at home and 
in all his personal expenses, and utterly 


destitute of the faculty of giving, he | 


could not resist the sight of more money. 
When unwilling to lend, he could be in- 
duced to do so if the borrower would iay 
down before him in advance the inter- 
est in nice crisp new bills. Is this less 
pitiful thai: other forms of slavery ? 


To be without money and to have to 
work honestly for one’s livelihood is no 
hardship. ‘The want of wealth and the 
want of the greed of it are a great bless- 
ing. ‘‘It is better, after all,” wrote 
Creighton, the Bishop of London and the 
great historian, to his son on his twenty- 
first birthday, ‘‘ to make one’s own way 
in the world, and to consider what one 
wants to do and be. People are not very 
happy, in my experience, who find life 
made ready for them. They do not get 
much out of it. All that is worth having 
comes from one’s own effort. 


But the mere irresponsible possession 


of wealth, ind the lust of it, are destruct- ! 


ive of these things. They destroy the 
sense of humanity. They develop the 
most unchristian and devilish qualities. 
They feed selfishness until it becomes 
murderous. The love of money, the 
New Testement writer declares, is a 
root of all kinds of evil, and we can only 
wonder that the world has not outgrown 
what was seen to be such a curse nearly 
two thousand years ago. But sin and 
its pewer are the things which we do not 
outgrow, and this particular kind is 
worse now than it everwas. Is it in us? 

Or can we pray the prayer of Ag-ur, 
«Give me neither poverty nor riclies; 
feed me with food. . . needful for me”? 


It is not greed for | 


ve factories in the world. Every Kalamazoo is carefully ins) tedand we know it is 

right. If not, you get your mong bas withouta quibble, You cannot get a better, no mat- 

ter how much extra you pay. hy not save all the dealers’ profit! Is it not reasonable 
to suppose that you can save money by buying direct from our factory! 

and Kal- 


Send Postal For Catalogue No. 439. Compare Kalamazoo Qual! 
amazoo Prices with others—and save your money. Our line is complete, embracing stoves 
and ranges of all kinds for all domestic pu .—for the home, school, 
church, halls, lodge rooms, etc. Hotel ranges for restaurants, boarding 

ouses, clubs and camps, Gas stoves and ranges for cooking and heating 
ALL SOLD AT ACTUAL FACTORY PRICES. 


Kalamazoo Stove Company, Manufacturers, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 


All Kalamazoo cook stoves and ranges are equipped with patent oven 
thermometer which saves fuel and makes baking and roasting easy, 


“Uipy 
































** The Oxford Teachers 
par excellence 


Bible is the Bible 
of the World.”’ 


NOW READY! 
SIX NEW EDITIONS 


OXFORD 


Black Faced Type 


BIBLES 


Three on Oxford White Paper. Three 

on the famous Oxford India Paper. 

Pearl 32mo, A wonderful clear 
type in a small-size book. 

Minion 16mo, Ready October 
1907. A model hand Bible. 

Brevier 16mo. Large type in 
small compass. ‘‘ A quart in 
a pint measure."’ 

‘The new Bible just published by 
the Oxford Press is, without doubt, 
the finest product of the kind ever 
given to the public. 





JUST ISSUED ! 


OXFORD 


Teachers’ Bibles and 
S. S. Scholars’ Bibles 


With New 2zoth Century Helps ar 
ranged in One Alphabetical Order. 





THE HELPS 


The Christian Advocate, Nashville, fj 
says: ‘‘ The helps are real helps. Un- 8 
like those in many of the cheap Bibles, 
they are not simply thrown together 
in hodge-podge fashion, but represent 
the freshest and ablest work of the 
foremost modern scholars.” 








SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH 
91 and 93 Fifth Ave., New York 


ASK FORTH den 
eto ‘ OXFORD EDITION 














Why Not Attend the 
International 
Sunday-School Convention 
Without Money Cost? 





It meets in Louisville in June, 1908. It 
is the great event of the Sunday-school calendar 
in North America. Why not plan right now 


to go, at no money cost to yourself > 


The question of expense was solved by 
us for some of the delegates to the World’s 


Convention in Rome—a ten thousand mile 


journey. May we not explain— at once—the 
plan by which we should like to solve the 
Louisville expense-question for you ? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut St., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


NOW IS EXACTLY THE 
RIGHT TIME TO BEGIN 
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THE 
MAID Y 





This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotless Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employment isn’t slow, 

For she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every | 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate paint in the pete, can | 
be kept sere J clean by SAPOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 
cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 

















The Ancestry 
of Our English Bible 


By Ira M. Price, Ph.D., LL.D. 
PRICE, $1.50, NET. 


Tue Sunpvay Scuoo.r Times CoMPANY 
103: Walnut Street, - - + Philadelphia, Pa, 


The Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, October 26, 1907 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter, 

















Advertising Rates 


80 cents pef line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information address The Religious 
Press Associvtion, got Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia, 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for eitherold or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate shiveenin dt te a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 
$1 00 One copy, or any number of 
ba copies less than five, $1.00 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will heatnuel 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal U 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or nore copies,in a package to one address, 

5 shil'ings each. 

For Great Britain, Mc, T. French Downie, 21 War- | 
wick Lane, London, E. C., will receive year! or half- 
yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
be mailed direct from Phils ~~ »hia to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
‘The Sunday School ‘Times Company. 





of the 
nion at 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a s« “ad toexamine it, will 
be sent free, upon applicatio: 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., Publishers, | 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


| posite 


| wish I never had to eat any thing. 


| see the change in him. 


| without Grape-Nuts, and he learns so 


| elements in Grape-Nuts.” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








Stimulating the Attendance 


A system of keeping the Sunday-school 
records that has produced excellent results 
is in operation in the Elgin (Illinois) High- 
land Avenue Brethren Sunday-school. The 
essentials usually recognized in successful 
Sunday-school work are punctual attend- 
ance, Bible-bringing, an offering, and a 
studied lesson, Our plan provides for the 
first three, 
while the 
fourth is of 
necessity 
given into 
the hands of 
the teacher. 

We placed 
in the vesti- 
bule of our 
church a rec- 
ord board, 
containing 
the names of 
all the mem- 
bers of our 
school by 
classes, Op- 
each 
name is a 
small hole into which a peg can be fitted. 
A box is used at the door for collection 
| purposes, each class being provided with a 
separate compartment. 

Four credits are recognized : Attendance, 
25 ; punctual attendance, 25; Bible bring- 
ing, 25; offering, 25, making a total of 100. 
The assistant superintendent and secretary 
have charge of the board. As each scholar 
enters he places his offering in the collec- 
tion box; it is easy to see if he has a Bible, 
and if he is on time. If he is perfect in 
these counts he receives a gold peg, which 
he places in the hole opposite his name on 











Sense About Food 
Facts About Food Worth Knowing 


It is a serious question sometimes to 
know just what to eat when a person’s 
stomach is out of order and most foods 
| Caus > trouble. 








Grape-Nuts food can be taken at any 
time with the certainty that it will 
digest. Actual experience of people is 
valuable to any one interested in foods, | 

A Terre Haute woman writes: ‘‘I had | 
suffered with indigestion for about four 
years, ever since an attack of typhoid | 
fever, and at times could eat nothing | 
but the very lightest food, and then suf- | 
fer such agony with my stomach I would | 
I was | 
urged to try Grape-Nuts, and since using | 
it 1 do not have to starve myself pon | 
n.ore, but I can eat it at any time and 
feel nourished and satisfied, Prmacero 
is a thing of the past, and I am now 
strong and well. 

‘* My husband also had an experience 
with Grape-Nuts. He was very weak 
and sickly in the spring. Could not at- | 
tend to his work. He was put under the | 
doctor's care, but medicine did not seem 





| to do him any good until he began to | 
| leave off ordinary food and use Grape- | 


Nuts. It was positively surprising to | 
He grew better 
right off, and naturally he has none but | 
words of praise for Grape-Nuts. 


‘*Our boy thinks he cannot eat a meal 


fast at school that his teacher and other 
scholars comment on it. I am satisfied | 
that it is because of the great nourishing 
‘* There's a | 
Reason.” 

It contains the phosphate of potash 
| from wheat and barley which combines 
with albumen to make the gray matter to 
daily refill the brain and nerve centers. 

It is a pity that people do not know 
what to feed their children. There are 


| many mothers who give their youngsters 


almost any kind of food, and when they 
become sick begin to pour the medicine 
down them. The real way is to stick 
to proper food aud be healthy, and get 
along without medicine and expense. | 


the board. If he qualifies in three points he 
receives a silver peg, in two a white peg, in 
one a black peg. There is a special part of 
the board reserved for visitors. After the 
school has assembled the secretary makes 
up her report from this board. 

In case of sickness a scholar can receive 
credit by sending his offering and filling out 
out a blank, stating that he was too ill to at- 
tend school, In case of, absence from the 
city, credit 
also is given, 
provided the 
pupil reports 
that he has 
attended 
school, Each 
month a 
small folder 
is printed 
with the 
Honor Roll 
and other 
items of in- 
terest to our 
school. 
There are 
three ranks, 
With great- 
est honor 
requires that the pupil be perfect in every 
count every Sunday in the month; with great 
honor gives an allowance of two points ; with 
honor gives an allowance of four points. 
The printing of the Honor Roll each month 
permits a new start twelve times a year. 

The system is not as complicated as the 
description may sound. It is really very 
compact. One of its strong points is that 
the teacher is relieved of all labor in keep- 
ing the records. As she does not have 
to do any marking of attendance, or take up 
the collection, and as our paper and supplies 
are all distributed to the class-rooms before 
the school hour, she can give the whole 
period to the teaching of the lesson without 
fear of being disturbed at critical points. 

During the first six months of its operation 
in our school, an average of eighty per cent of 
our attendance has been perfect in all counts, 
and the cther twenty-five per cent ran close 
to the seventy-five per cent mark, Our aver- 
age attendance has incréased .rom 104 to 
125. Twice it has been necessary to increase 
the number of gold pegs. Only three times 


| has it been necessary to use a black peg, 
| and white pegs were not used much oftener. 


Our teachers are able to start the recitation 
with a full attendance. 

The system is flexible in its operation, and 
can readily be used for the whole school, a 
department, or a single class.—A, H. Rit- 
tenhouse, Elgin, Ill, 


% 


Helping to Teach Temperance 


Perhaps others will be interested in the 
way we taught the temperance lesson in our 
teachers’-meeting. In the superintendent’s 
absence I, as his assistant, led the lesson- 
teaching. We had the chairs arranged in a 


| semicircle, so the teachers would face each 


other. Then the entire Round-Table Illus- 


| trations of The Sunday School Times were 


distributed to the teachers, with other clip- 
pings from my temperance ‘‘ cabinet.’”? We 
| had about forty in all. After the reading of 
| the lesson and the opening, these extracts 
were read. Pencil and paper had been pro- 
vided for each person. After all had been 
read, I closed with a few suggestions, and 


| read Mr. Burbank’s message in the Times 
| (which I inserted in our church paper, The 


Helper). All voted the ev:ning’s study a 


| very profitable and interesting one. 


On Sunday morning Mr. Lawrance had 
Mr. Burbank’s message read to the Sunday- 
school, and added: ‘*I would like to sit 
here an hour and let that soak in.”’ 

It was a great temperance issue, and will 
| help far and near. I want to thank you for 
it. The Sunday School Times is helping 
‘* big.’? — Alexander Duguid, Washington 
Street Congregational Church, 79¢:do, Ohio. 


b 4 
Send for the leaffet, 


Altar,” published by 
Zimes Co. 2cents each. 


** Building the Home 
The Sunday School 


OCTOBER 26, 1907 


BENSBOR : 
ROYAL coco A 


DUTCH 


is nourishing and health- 


ful for young and old. 
The perfect drink for 
the growing child. 


BENSDORP’S 


is of highest quality, yet 
the most economical. 








Send 10 cts. for trial 
can, making 15 cups. 


Stephen L. Bartlett Co., 
Importers, Dept. 62, 
BOSTON. 




















How About 
the Attendance 
Problem ? 


Is there such a problem in your 
school? Fox’s 


Sunday-School Records, 
Reports and Recognitions 


may help you solve it. Written 
by an experienced Sunday-school 
man, the secretary of the Ken- 
tucky Sunday-school Association, 
it is brimful of suggestions, tells 
all about records of all kinds, and 
where to get them, Price, 50 
cents, net, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TiMEs Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 



























HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of Stewart 
Hartshorn on label. 


Get ‘* Improved,’’ no tacks required 
Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 


Relieves 


Headaches 


Restores Appetite 
“Tastes Like Soda Water.: 
0c. & $1. at druggists or by mail, 
THE TARRANT CO. 
44 Hudson St., New Yorh 


00 YOUR OWN ERIATIRS 
BP ng sm apten s, labels, etc. Circ 


: book, newspaper press $18. Money 
N Sane (2 













Commended by Us ts 
for 62 Years. 










bessaver, makei. All easy, rules sent. Write 
SRN fac THE PR for press catalog, type, paper, etc. 
/ ExctisioR SS CO., Meriden, Conn. 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Made of several materials. Write 
for particulars. Ask for a 
No.21. George H. Springer, 
Manager, 258 and 260 Washing- 
ton Street, Boston, Mass. 


THE GENUINE MENEELY BFIIS 


t purest renned copper and tin 
The most perfect, highest class bells in the go 
Meneely & Co.. Waterviiet. West ‘Troy P. O.. N. 









































LESSON FOR NOVEMBER I6 (Josh. 24 : 14-28) 
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WEBSTER’S 

INTERNATIONAL 
DICTIONARY - 


A LIBRARY IN ONE BOOK. 


y 


alee, 


tion, Dictio: 
teer of the 


| 
4 
fi 


Di > of pture IP 
rents, rete sr coca eaten dae 
ns, Abbreviations, Metric Sys 


SOT NG 


2380 Pages. 5000 Illustrations. 
SHOULD YOU NOT OWN SUCH A BOOK? 


WEBSTER’S COLLEGIATE DICTIONARY. |[M 
per Edisions, 1116 Pages and 1400 Iilvstretions. [fl 
|| Write for“ The Story of a Book ”—Free. 


as tue 


nn 








“When I go to study my Sunday-school 
lesson,” said a prominent Philadelphian the 
other day, “I get my Sunday School Times 
and my 


PELL’ 
NOTES 


and I have all the helps I need.” 


There are thousands of u 





to-date teachers the | 


world over who would probably tell you the same | 


thing, If you don’t know Ped?f’s Notes of to-day—not 
the Notes of a year ago, for it is alway’s improving— 
let us send you a sample. 


ROBERT HARDING CO., Richmond, Va. | 


All the world’s books and Sunday-school supplies 
in addition to our own. ’ 











Light on the 


Old Testament 
from Babel 
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Music in the Sunday-School 





NE does not need to hunt for trash in 
music; it hunts us up. It is entirely 
possible to get music of good charac- 

ter, but one must hunt for it. Many con- 
ductors who are in charge of the church as 
well as of the school music, spend hours of 
study on their church selections; they seem 
to think ‘‘ anything ’’ will do for the school. 
We should know that the child responds to 
good music and appreciates it as well as 
do adults. In fact, nowadays when music 
is taught in the public schools, any one 
hundred school children are. much in ad- 
vance, musically, of any one hundred adults 
chosen at random. 


In a Small School 

‘**Oh, well,’’ says some one, ‘‘our school 
is too small ; we have only fifty scholars. We 
can’t bother much about the music as we 
have not the crowd to have hearty singing.’’ 
The fact is, the smaller the party the more 
easily controlled it is. A quartet is the 
sweetest form of vocal music. A small 
school, trained by the right man, rewards one 
for the labor of drilling fully as much as does 
the large school. Ncise is not music. ‘The 
small school is just as capable of having its 
musical part of the. program worth hearing 
and taking part in as is the large one. ‘The 
fact that more scholars are wanted should 
urge every one of those now in the School to 
more strenuous effort; and as children, like 
birds, love to sing, the more effort expended 
on the music, the better the chance of in- 
creasing its membership, 

Look Out for ‘‘ Hearty Singing ” 

These two words are the ogre of the true 
musician in the Sunday-school. They are 
usually understood to mean :—‘‘ Hump your- 
self, brace yourself from toes to tongue, 
clench your fists, yell, screech and scream ! 
Louder! Again! Howl!’’ Do I exagger- 
ate? Pass by and observe the classes when 
a school is being urged to ‘‘ Let it out!”’ 
*“You can do better—try the same verse 
again, ten times louder—sing!’’ is the word 
of leaders with wildly excited faces and 
windmill gestures. Note the wrinkled faces, 
the frowning brows, the distressed faces of 
the youngsters who respond to the flail, in 
comparison with the fun apparent on those of 
the boys who won’t sing, but are enjoying 
the exertions of their companions and fierce 
excitement of the leaders. I say leaders be- 
cause in a maelstrom of noises of the 
character I have in mind no one leader is 
equal to the occasion—it takes the captain, 
first and second lieutenants, and all the non- 
coms. to urge the rank and file up to the 
rack. In ‘‘hearty singing’’ the words get 
no attention; whether they are sad, joyful, 
appealing or exulting—it is all one straight 
shout. Do not allow the children to force 
their voices ; it is not fair to them; we have 
no right to destroy or damage their vocal 
cords. I find it hard to forgive a leader or 


| superintendent who takes away from a child 


what the Almighty has given her, simply to 


| netism. 








climax : ‘*Oh, bear me safe above, a ran- 
somed soul.’? Joy cannot be appreciated 
unless in contrast with sadness, 


Use a Committee 

It is not a good plan to make the music a 
one-man affair, We°corductors are disposed 
to be dogmatic, or, in plainer words, pig- 
headed, We think we ‘‘know it all’’ but 
that is distinctly not so. Have a music 
committee ; place both men and women on 
it. The leader is doubtless on the mailing 
list of most publishers and all new music 
comes to him. With a music committee of 
three persons we will have, with the con- 
ductor, the judgment of four heads instead of 
one. And four persons are more likely to 
try all the music than one. Do not wait too 
long to select the music. Keep at it all the 
time. Begin to think of Easter, Christmas, 
Anniversary and Rally: Day four months 
ahead of time. 


Have a Sunday-school Choir, 

whether it be of three or thirty voices. 
Each child has a family. When Kate or 
Bill sings in the choir the family is interested 
in that choir, and in the music. And that 
interest is very helpful to the leader sqme- 
times. Have atleast one marching or pro- 
cessional hymn, and march the choir, if it is 
large enough to command some respect for 
its size, the length of the room at the open- 
ing of the school. Use all the instrumental 
talent you can find in the school. Form an 
orchestra, if possible. Use a piano in pref- 
erence to an organ, because its tones im- 
pinge on the hearing; it attacks the notes 
more decisively, and thus lifts along a body 
of singers better than does the organ. A 
drum is also very valuable for this purpose. 


A Few Do’s 

Do be pleasant, do keep your temper in 
leading or drilling, do have a sense of 
humor. Do realize that children are not rev- 
erent until they are taught to be. Do over- 





look that boy in front of you who is driving | 


you distracted. 
they make a good attempt at a new song. 


Do praise the school when | 


Do control yourself, else you cannot control | 


the school. 
job. 


If you cannot, then give up the 
There is such a thing as personal mag- 
Acquire it if you haven’tit, Direct 
your remarks and leading toward one boy 
in the back part; believe that he and you 
are chums, not enemies, and the whole 
school, psychologically speaking, will gather 
around the both of you, and you will have a 
happy, fruitful rehearsal. And do not for- 
get that after all about the only excuse for 


|Adam Geibel Music Co., 


music in the Sunday-school is to build a | 


silver ladder of melody up which it is easier 
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NEW CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


The Gift Divine 
Praise and Adoration 
* Orchestrated. 
Send 10 cents for package of. samples—the above 
four and others. . 


CHILDREN’S CANTATA 


jolly Times with the Santa Claus Band 
By Plora Kirkland and I. H. Meredith 
Sent for examination if you mention this paper. 


A NEW IDEA SERVICE 

To schools desiring a change from the ordinrry 
Christmas service we offer the latest number of our 
Story and Song Series, The Shepherd's Story, by 
Florence Morse Kingsley, with musical illustrations 
by 1. H. Meredith and Grant Colfax Tullar. Areader 
reads the story, and the choir renders the music. 
Only enough copies for reader and choir are required. 
Price, 10 cenis each; $1 per dozen, postpaid. Sent 
for examination, on request. 

TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
150 Fifth Avenue 57 Washington St. 
New York Chicago 





HRISTMAS 
SERVICES 


(Music and 


** Joyous Song” word Edition.) 
** Birthday of the King” 


OUR NEW CANTATA 
** The Shadow of Santa Claus ”’ 


Written especially for us by Ida Scott Taylor. 


CEN our new cantata, besides, our 120-page 
ay Catalog of Xmas cards, dainty 
calendars, handsome booklets, novel candy boxes, etc. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., Bhiadeiphia, Ba: 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


Two new services by Adam Geibel, W. A. Post and 
other representative writers: ‘The Star and Scep- 


in stamps, with your name and address, 
will bring complete sample packet con- 
taining one each of the two services and 





| tre’ and ‘* The Joyous Birth.’’ Each scts.acopy, 


postpaid, and $4.00a hundred, not prepaid. These two 
services with one other sent for 1o cts. 


A NEW CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
“A TRIP TO SANTA-LAND” 
Book and lyrics by Frederic W. Eickhoff and Anna 
M. Clyde; music by Adam Geibel. 30cts. a copy, pust- 
paid ; $3.00 per dozen, not prepaid. Send for an exami- 
nation copy to be parid mod or included in the order 


10 Christmas Carols, Anthems, 
ates one - others found in the new book for the Sun- * 

ited’ “*AYMNS WE LOVE,” 
edited by Adam Geibel ; associate editor, Frederic W. 
Eickhoff. 35 cts. a_ copy, postpaid, and $25.00 per 
hundred, not prepaid. 32 page selections of this book 
in a imme form, 5 cts. a copy and $5.00 per hundred, 


prepaid. 
1226 Arch St., 
Philadelphia. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


THE GIFT OF LOVE. A new coneert exercise by 
Hartsough and Fillmore. Price, 5 cents. 





GATES OF GLORY. A new concert exercise by 
Charles H. Gabriel. Price, 5 cents. 
JOYFUL TIDINGS. A new concert exercise by 


Powell G. Fithian. Price, 5 cents. 
RECITATIONS, DIALOGUES AND MUSIC, No. 


for many souls to climb to heaven than by mes A mow conection a ae pages. Price, 10 cents. 


the spoken word alone.—Henry F. Pollock, 
Philadelphia. 








Old Soakers 
Get Saturated With Caffeine 


| 
| 
| 


RPHANS’ CHRISTMAS EVE. A new play 
for children, without music. Price, ro cents. 
ANTA CLAUS. A new Christmas Cantata by 
Gabriel. Price, 30 cents. 

THE HOLIDAYS’ GRAND REVIEW. A new can- 
tata for Sunday-schools and day schools by Mrs 
Guptill and J. H. Fillmore. Price, 30 cents. 

Our catalog, with full descriptions of all kinds of 

Christmas entertainments and =, with special 

Ask for it. 


When a person has used coffee for a | °#¢'s 28 to Prices, mailed free. 
number of years and gradually declined | FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
in health, it is time the coffee should be | _ 528 Elm St., 41-43 Bible House, 


have ‘‘ hearty singing.’’ 


By Albert T. Clay, Ph.D. 
How to Get Expression 


Of the University of Pennsylvania 





Photogravure frontispiece; 437 pp.; 
125 illustrations. $2.00 net, at any 
bookseller’s, or from the publishers, 
postage prepaid, 
“Itis the best book on this subject 
which American scholarship has yet 
produced.”’—Reform Church Mes- 
senger, Philadelphia. 
The Sunday School Times Company 
103 walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














DIVINITY COURSE AT HOME. Write Pres. C. 
}. Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 


* 
THE KING’S PRAISES 
A Great Sunday-School Song Bok 
A superior collection 139 finest new and se- 
lected songs. If you desire a low-priced book, 
send for returnable copy, our expense. Price, 
per hundred, $8.00, manilla ; $15.00, full cloth. 
The Praise Pub. Company 
Fairbury, 1532 Chestnut St., 
Illinois Philadelphia 


LOANED FREE 


2-page pamphlets of new and suitable Sacred Songs 
for tap Mectiag and Evangelistic Services. THE 
BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago. 





























In at least one hymnal which I have used 
a great deal the marks of expression, ##., f7., 
dim., cresc., etc., are printed in front of the 
lines in the small edition of words only as 
well as in the larger books containing music 
and words. ‘This is a most excellent plan 
which is proving its worth daily in assisting 
congregations and schools to sing the music 
with the expression the words demand. In 
the choir work of course it is invaluable. 
And it is an easy matter to teach the school 
these marks, to say nothing of the guide they 
furnish the chorister. In music in which 
they are not used, the leader should mark up 
his own copy and the pianist’s copy and teach 
the school accordingly. It is entirely pos- 
sible to have the school sing together as one 
large choir. When the school learns that the 
conductor’s heart is set on making the music 
and words co-operate the songs can be 
rendered with all the necessary expression. 
Contrasts should be sought for in every verse. 
For instance in ‘*My Faith Looks up to 
Thee ’’ the first three lines of the last verse, 
*¢ When ends life’s transient dream,’ etc., 
should be sung softly and solemnly, while in 
the last three; ‘‘Blest Saviour, then, in 
love’’ etc., the music should rise with the 
words on a full-throated crescendo to the 








left off in order to see whether or not 
that has been the cause of the trouble. 

A lady in Huntsville, Ala., says she 
used coffee for about 4o years, and for the 
past twenty years has had severe stom- 
ach trouble. 
many physicians but allinvain. Every- 
thing failed to give relief. Was pros- 
trated for some time, and came near 
dying. When I recovered sufficiently 
to partake of fvod and drink I tried coffee 
again and it soured on my stomach. 

‘‘T finally concluded that coffee was 
the cause of my troubles and stopped 
usingit. I tried teainits place and then 


milk but neither agreed with me ; then | 


I commenced using Postum, had it 
properly made anc it was very pleasing 
to the taste. 

‘*T have now used it four months, and 
my health is so greatly improved that I 
can eat almost anything I want and can 
sleep well, whereas, before, I suffered 
for years with insomnia. : 

‘*T have found the cause of my troubles 
and a way to get rid of them. You can 
depend upon it I appreciate Postum.” 
‘‘There’s a reason.” Read-t The Road 
to Wellville,” in pkgs. 


: 


| 


‘*I have been treated by | THE SONG CELESTIAL. 


| 


| 


Cincinnati, Ohio. New York. 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


BELLS OF ere | 





Samples ot four, 
twelve cents 
in stamps. 


FOLLOWING THE STAR. 


THE CHILD OF PROMISE. 

SANTA’S PERPLEXITY. Cantata for young folks. 
(ate and go inevery line.) Price, 25cents. Send 
or sample. 

THE SHEPHERD KING. 
greatest of recent years. 
count. Send for sample. 

NEW CHRISTMAS ANTHEMS: Samples Free to 


Choirmasters. For sale by all dealers. 
a Xi s 
HALL-MACK 0,2 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


Two beautiful services by R. Frank Lehman and 
August Krapf; brilliant, mledioes. not difficult. Send 
5 cents for four samples including two of 1906. 

A new Christmas Anthem for choirs, by August 
Krapf; ‘‘ Angels From The Realms Of Glory ’’ ; 
strong, and effective 4 price 15 cents 

A new hymn book for Sunday-Schools will be 
ready early in 1908. Write for particulars; also dircc- 
tions ‘“‘ How to form a Sunday-School Orchestra.”’ 


R. Frank Lehman, 1308 Arch St.. Philadelphia 


Cantata for Choirs; 
Price, 50 cents, less dis- 





QQ Christmas Services 


all different, mailed once only for ro cents, if name 
of superintendent and Sunday-school is given. 
E 


HOPE PUB. CO., 150 Michigan Ave., CHICAGO 
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RISTIAN HERALD 


__Our 1908 “Sunshine” Calendar Free with Every Subscription. Always Full of E 


See coiueiYen at the Bible House, New York % iption, $1.50 per Annum. Louis Kiopech, — 


The Queen of Weekly Magazines 


All the World Knows and Loves The Christian Herald. | It is the One: Magazine that Inresistibly Appeals to Every Member of the Hlouseliold. 
Its Superb Literary Features, Secular and Religious, Touch Upon Every Phase of Human Interest 
the World Over, and Its. Many Beautiful Pictures, Like Windows, Illumine Its Generous and 
Attractive Pages. If you are Planning to Put Into the Hands of Your Loved Ones a Perfectly 
Safe, Very Attractive and Most Interesting Family Magazine, You Cannot do Better than 
to Subscribe for The Christian Herald. It's » Bright, Clean, and 1 Newsy. 


The Christian Herald is “Published Weekly, 52 Times seen Admirably Edited, Beau- 
tifully Illustrated, Superbly Printed, and Containing an Aggregate of Over 1,200 Large Pages a 
Year, with over 1,000 Bright Pictures, it Gives Greater Value, Four Times Over, than any of 
ADMIRAL CHARLES D. sicssee the Popular Dollar Monthly Magazines. Its Yearly Subscription Price is Only $1.50 for 52 
Yormerly Sommeedee U-t.s.\aine Numbers, and Our Beautiful “Sunshine” Calendar Goes Free with Every Annual Subscription. a Sania Gunn 08 


Our Marvelous, x remiuim Proposition 
Our Free Calendar ig 8 =| Lovely Christmas Gift 


Ov CALENDAR FOR 1908, N order to Inteecuce The Christian Herald 


: into Your Home, we will send on receipt of 

be oka yeh ye ssw BOCLSNS Fe Cnt 

= agallgdbey the caner as. Herald One Whole Year—52 Times—Our 

of Fifteen Color lithographic reproduc- Beoutfd Suschine Caldades, sad Five 
tion of the charming Water Color Painting 


Hundred Fascinating Animal Stories. 
entitled, Little Sunshine in Church. wk ok 
xk oe & 


Read What Margaret E. Sangster 
Says About Our Sunshine Calendar: 


“The Christian Herald Calendar for 1908 is a 
dream of artistic perfection. Anything more bewitchingly 
dainty, more charmingly childlike than ‘Little Sunshine in 
Church’ it has not been my good fortune to see. 


- A Delightful Study in Color 


“The exquisite small maiden, a mother’s darling, is sitting 

by herself in a high-backed pew, which forms a nch back- 

for her ee perenne ve head and cage he little figure. 

he is dressed as a c rosebud type should be, in 

a garb of softly shimmering pink ; her gray beaver hat is tied 

under her dim chin by gauzy akon of blossom tint, 
and her pretty hands are folded inside a great fluffy muff. 


366 Benedictions 


“But the essential loveliness of the picture is in the sweet 
and thoughtful face of the child, for whom the setting is an 
appropriate frame. Whoever is so happy as to receive 
this unsurpassed gem of art as an addition to the treasures 
that ado the home, will be sure of a benediction every 


day in the year." Our Sunshine Cal- 


— measures 14x 18 








































“Five Hundred Animal Stories” is a Concentrated 
Natural History of the World wonderfully told in brief, vivid, 
and absorbingly interesting stories. Dramatic incidents come 
thick and fast from first page to last, and anecdote after anec- 
dote is related in that delightful conversational style that 
gives an irresistible fascination to the book from cover to cover. 


500 F ascinating Animal Stories 


(With Nearly a Hundred Colored Illustrations) 





Is not a “child’s book” by any means—though one mae 
child must literally devour. It is the kind of book ons ai 

to every nature-lover. Once we: have read this boo! 
knowledge of Animal Life is greatly enriched. We bane 
more about the Lion, the Tiger, the Panther, the Jaguar, 
the Monkey, the Birds, the Foohes, and the Snakes than 
ever before, and will ever henceforth be on the lookout for 
further and more exhaustive information. 


What $2.00 Will Buy 


Five Hundred Animal Stories is Ex- 
quisitely Bound in Dark Green Cloth with very 
Rich Genuine Gold Lettering. The Front 
Cover Presents a Lifelike Picture of a Furious- 
Looking Leopard in Natural Colors. 


This Superb Book, Our Sunshine Calendar and The 

and is sent without Christian Herald to 
ae or Break. All January 1, 1909 (all 
Charges Prepaid, FREE. three), for Only $2.00 


Select One alt These Offers 


For $1.50 we will send The Christian Herald every week, until January 1, 1909, 
and our Beautiful “Little Sunshine in Church” Calendar for 1908. Ail Charges Prepaid. 

For $2.00 we will send The Christian Herald until January 1, 1909, Our Beautiful 
; Sunshine Calendar, and Five Hundred Fascinating Animal Stories, All Charges Prepaid. 
ASTOR CHARLES WAGNER 


steam THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 160-170 Bible House, New York City “sec==—, 


Prince of Gospel Singers 


























